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The radical neo-liberal movement and its impact upon Australian politics
From the late 1970s onwards the radical neo-liberal movement (more commonly referred to as the ‘new right’) undertook a sustained ideological assault upon the welfare state, its supporters and the Left in Australia. Although journalists have filled many column inches discussing this phenomenon, the radical neo-liberals have received little detailed scholarly attention. This paper provides an overview of the movement’s impact upon Australian politics, with particular attention to the period from 1983-1996.

It argues that the movement, through its think tanks, assisted the process whereby the Australian state and economy underwent a neo-liberal reorganisation. Such assistance took the form of: demonising opponents of neo-liberalism; helping to shift elite debate to the Right; and offering a language and framework for critiquing the welfare state. It is argued that, in doing this, the radical neo-liberal movement acted as a vanguard for neo-liberalism in Australia. With support from key sections of Australian capital, radical neo-liberal think tanks were able to have an impact disproportionate to their relatively small social base.

