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Selecting and electing women to the House of Representatives: Progress at last?

The Australian Labor Party began its affirmative action program for women in 1981, setting a target of 30 percent women elected to the federal parliament by 1990.  In 1994, and again in 2003, this target was revised upwards and currently sits at 40 percent to be achieved by 2012.  This paper explores the impact of the various ALP quotas on the selection rates of women at the federal level over the last 30 years.  While the impact of proportional representation on women’s parliamentary presence is well-researched, the effectiveness of gendered party interventions in majoritarian systems is less obvious.  The paper also examines whether the initiatives taken by the ALP have had an impact on the Coalition’s propensity to preselect women.  In other words, is there a “contagion” effect associated with voluntary gendered interventions and if so, what does this mean for women’s future parliamentary presence? 

