Ass Prof Suzanne Franzway

Director, Research Centre for Gender Studies

University of South Australia

suzanne.franzway@unisa.edu.au
Stream: Gender and Sexuality

Refereed: Yes

‘We need to win …’ Making feminist politics in trade unions and transnational labour activist networks

This paper is offered in the spirit of Arundhati Roy’s call to political activists that ‘we need to win something’, and in order to win we need to find ways to make this possible. It is focussed on union feminists concerned with mobilizing women to secure workplace rights and greater visibility within transnational political movements.  Hope and confidence in the potential of progressive social movements are severely tested by the successes of the ideological, political and economic projects of neo-liberal globalization. The possibilities for political activism are thus being challenged and transformed by current transitions in globalisation and ‘its discontents’ so that progressive and effective collective action appears increasingly difficult or futile. 

Such a bleak prognosis for making progressive political interventions is part of the problem. I argue rather, that opportunities may be found: union activists and political movements already engage in creative and effective global/local politics. The point is to recognise, understand and incorporate these into our analyses and practices. Feminist union activists not only draw on feminist theorizing, but also feminist social movement strategies offer real possibilities to revitalise modernist trade union movements. This paper looks at some of the ways union feminists seize opportunities and possibilities available in trade unions, together with resources of globalization to create transnational feminist mobilisations and activist networks.

