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Economic Voting and Electoral Behaviour: How do Individual, Local and National Factors Affect the Partisan Choice?

How do demographic variables affect the decision of whether to vote for Labor or for the Coalition? Using data from 11 follow-up surveys for Australian elections held between 1966 and 2001, I carry out a multivariate analysis of the impact that gender, age, income, education, immigrant status and marital status have on the partisan choice, and whether the salience of these factors has changed over the past three decades. I also explore whether there is any cohort effect (holding age constant), and in particular, whether voters' choices are affected by the party in power when they first cast their ballot. Matching voters with the average demographic characteristics in their postcode area, I further explore whether mean neighbourhood income, local inequality, and ethnic diversity directly affect the partisan choice. Finally, I consider the effect of macroeconomic variables, and analyse whether rich and poor voters respond differently to changes in unemployment, inflation, wages and GDP growth.

