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‘People Like That’: Race, religion and values in recent Australian political rhetoric
Recent public pronouncements in Australia have announced a need for ‘values’—in education, in politics and in public life. What ‘values’ are is seldom spelled out, although the discussions are often conducted as if the meaning is transparent, and shared by all participants.

Some commentators have expressed the hunch that ‘values’ is often code for ‘conservative Christian values’, but with little supporting evidence. This paper draws on studies of political communication and implicit religion to argue that there are good contextual and intertextual reasons for interpreting ‘values’, as invoked by conservative politicians, as referring exclusively to (a particular kind of) Christian values. More particularly, I contend that calls for more ‘values’ derive much of their force from a political context in which the assumed enemy of ‘(Christian) values’ is not ‘relativism’, ‘political correctness’ or ‘secular society’, but Islam. 
