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Refugees on Temporary Protection Visa (TPV) and Bridging visas are specific groups of people who live in poverty and uncertainty.  In 1999 the Howard Coalition Government introduced the TPV category in its refugee policy.  There are approximately 8500 refugees on TPVs residing in Australia.

Various reports have shown that the TPV has severely limited the capacity of TPV refugees to participate in everyday life, - denying help to these refugees has prevented their recovery, as they become more and more isolated and impoverished

The long-term effects of having created and prolonged the disadvantages of this impoverished underclass must be considered as a matter of urgency.  The sum of disadvantage suffered by TPV holders serves to isolate them and make their prospects poor in settling, moving forward, finding employment and establishing a positive outlook for the future. These combined disadvantages are prolonged by the nature of the TPV, which is not a short-term transitional phase for most families or individuals but in some cases a permanent dispossession and denial of settlement and equal rights. 

The psychological effects of this prolonged disadvantage, especially given the very high levels of trauma and post-traumatic stress within this group (well-documented elsewhere), are not difficult to imagine. 

The long-term effects of having created, and of prolonging, this policy are considered in the paper. 

