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Australian, American and British Perspectives on the Origins of the ANZUS Treaty

The origins of the ANZUS Treaty lie in the Australian search for security in the Pacific, and particularly the Asian region.  The Australian Minister for External Affairs, Percy Spender, was the driving force in securing the ANZUS Treaty, signed in September 1951, shortly before the Japanese Peace Treaty.  The attitudes of the governments of the United States and Britain to the ANZUS Treaty are examined to indicate the difficulties which the Australians had to overcome in order to secure the treaty.  The crucial role of John Foster Dulles in the final stages of these negotiations is also highlighted as part of the explanation of Australia’s success in finally obtaining the long desired agreement.

