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Implementation of STV in New Zealand Local Election 2004

In 2002, local communities were given the opportunity to choose between the electoral system of First Past the Post (FPP) and the Single Transferable Voting (STV) under legislation passed by the New Zealand government.

A series of referendums gave mixed results, with most communities sticking with the more familiar FPP. One strong argument used by proponents of STV, was that STV would make councils more representative.

The purpose of this paper is to explore a sample of those communities / councils that held referendums during 2002, especially to explore the racial / ethnic composition of the community and their councils. For example, in 2001, two of these communities- both with very high proportions of European (Pakeha) residents- lacked any Maori representation and the third authority, with a high proportion of Maori constituencies, had only two Maori Councilors. Moreover, just one of them voted in the STV system while the other two retained the FPP system. Nearly all communities that opted for STV were located, in the North Island which has a high Maori population. 

In this paper I will examine the arguments presented by advocates of STV during the referendums, and using overseas case studies, explore the likely impact of the STV on the representativness of there councils.     
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