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Major Party Senators: campaigns, organisation and resource disposal. 

Major party senators are highly partisan and campaign focused. Senators are organisationally dependent in large part due to party pre-selections. This paper analyses their relationship with their party organisation, particularly how that relationship manifests itself during election campaigning. Major party senators operate as an important conduit between local and central party campaigns. Further, senator roles and their seniority can be classified according to the campaign role they play. It will be shown that senators effectively operate in one of three forms during political campaigns: centrally, on a regional duty leader level, or on a micro seat-by-seat basis. There is overlap of strategic approach between parties, however state variables as well as variables between Government and Opposition are important to the representative functioning. Finally, this paper evaluates the resource advantages afforded to major party senators. Senatorial resources include human capital, material resources and financial allowances. It will be shown that major party senators, representatives without direct electoral accountability, receive substantial parliamentary allowances in multiple forms. They use these resources for campaigning and for factionalism. This paper therefore illustrates the organisational affiliation, relationship and roles performed by major party senators. It also details resource disposal by senators, including particulars of party and factional application. As the Australian political environment continues to move towards a more professional permanent campaigning context, these senator functions will increase in their representative significance.   

