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The governance of social science

The governance of science includes the governance of social science, but at what cost to the future of social science?


Research on the governance of publicly funded research does not recognise that social science and science are different enterprises, or that regulating research policy in purely science and technology terms has undesirable consequences for the social sciences, intended or otherwise.  With the exception of some literature on the regulatory power of research ethics committees, the governance of social science is uncharted terrain.


This paper makes the case for studying the governance of social science through the example of regulating ‘everyday epistemology’ at the science policy level, and uses the British research council system to demonstrate how social science has been politically constructed as a legitimate enterprise for public funding.  Social science is regulated by non-social scientists who squeeze this square peg into the round hole of natural scientific thinking.  When this policy is translated into governance structures it creates a ‘slave social science’ and subverts the role of social science as social science.


It is wrong to regulate social science as if it were natural science because its interpretative and reflexive approaches, and their associated methods, are overlooked.  It is suggested that science and technology research policy can redefine social science as empirical social science plus ‘added interpretative value’ and thereby emancipate social science as social science to realise its full utility within the national research effort.

