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Changing Places?: Commonwealth and State Government Performance and Regional Forest Agreements
State Governments are traditionally regarded as poor stewards of environmental resources when compared with their Commonwealth counterparts, for a range of structural and administrative reasons.  This paper assesses the strength of this generalisation in the light of recent experience with the Regional Forest Agreement process.  The research suggests that while the generalisation can be easily applied to the first Commonwealth – State Agreements, it is harder to sustain when applied to Western Australian and Queensland cases.  In both of these examples, the State governments showed a more sustained commitment to protecting old growth forests than the Commonwealth, represented by Minister for Forestry, Wilson Tuckey.  

