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Environmental Policy & Regulation - is it necessary?

Over the last half a century the environment has emerged as one of the most controversial and rapidly growing areas of public policy and regulation. Since the rise of the green movement in the 1960s, the need for such policy and the impact of regulations have been hotly debated. Just when it appeared that some consensus was emerging, Lomborg’s book, The Skeptical Environmentalist, gained prominence by arguing that the risks were not as serious as everyone had assumed and that government interventions were either unnecessary, ineffective, or had a detrimental effect by misdirecting resources. This paper takes up the challenge posed by Lomborg using case studies from Australia, the USA, and UK, as well as some of the international assessments of the situation. Overall it is argued that even if knowledge is imperfect or uncertain, it is still a good strategy to treat environmental risks as real and serious. Further, the recognition of, and response to, environmental risk is very much influenced by the limitations placed on the state by reflexive modernisation and the prevailing discourses of governmentality. Finally, while some interventions have gone astray, many have had some positive impact and provide a useful foundation for further changes that would help achieve sustainable development.

