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Exploring the Genealogy of ‘Governance’ within Australian Political Discourse

The term ‘governance’ has become ubiquitous within political discourse in Australia. Politicians, policy-makers, scholars, journalists and others now use the term extensively, sometimes as a synonym for ‘government’, sometimes to supplant the idea of ‘government’ altogether. What this means for the understanding and practice of Australian democracy remains to be seen. This paper explores the genealogy of ‘governance’ and aims to identify when this term found its way into the language of political discourse in Australia. Insofar as the paper is a work in progress it also offers some tentative views as to how and why it was taken up.
