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Galston’s Liberal Pluralism

Toleration and personal autonomy are central liberal ideals, but some theorists argue that they represent very different visions of liberalism.  Most prominently, William Galston has aligned the two ideals with ‘two concepts of liberalism’, respectively ‘Reformation’ and ‘Enlightenment’ versions.  At stake in the debate between these two views is the role of the liberal state in relation to non-liberal ways of life within the state’s jurisdiction.  Roughly speaking, the Reformation approach tends to favour the accommodation of such ways of life; the Enlightenment view supports the promotion of liberal values throughout civil society and permits, in principle, the liberalisation of non-liberal minorities as a goal of public policy.  In this debate, which has centred on the field of education in particular, Galston has championed the Reformation view, arguing for the priority of toleration.  Recently, in Liberal Pluralism (2002), he has sought to justify that position by appeal to Isaiah Berlin’s notion of value pluralism.  In this paper I welcome Galston’s intervention on the side of a liberal interpretation of Berlinian pluralism, but dissent from his account of the liberalism in question.  Value pluralism does indeed support liberalism, but in the Enlightenment or autonomy-based rather than the Reformation or toleration-based form.

