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A Defense of Cultural Equality

Since the end of World II, the international community has repudiated decisively the older tradition of a racial or ethnic hierarchy, abolished the hierarchy of civilization and cultures, and come to endorse the idea of human and ethnic equality. Indeed, with the rise of East Asian economic power in the 1980s, policy-makers and academia placed particular emphasis on the notion of cultural equality. Nevertheless, the events of September 11, 2001 seem to have stalled this trend, undermining the value of cultural equality and perhaps rendering it impossible because of a supposed civilizational conflict between Western and Islamic cultures.

This paper aims to defend the concept of cultural equality by critically engaging with the idea and dealing constructively with attendant problems and limitations. It begins by assessing arguments in support of cultural equality and discussing its multiple meanings and value.  It then canvasses some of the arguments against cultural equality, highlighting the complex theoretical difficulties and problems that arise if the question of cultural equality is taken seriously, and suggesting strategies for dealing with these problems.

