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Political musing over the Australian National Museum

This paper walks the reader through the ideological and political exhibits on the Australian National Museum (ANM).  The first panel displays a small coterie of critics, who, when one leans forward and pushes the appropriate button, articulate a chorus of criticisms of the ARM.  They are loudest in their complaints that the ANM is architecturally offensive and its curatorial practices abound with fabrication, shaped by “political correctness”.  The audience is then ask to ponder over the next panel which places the ARM controversy, in a much larger framework, firstly, showing the relationship between genocide and modernism; combined with, the linkages between the Enlightenment and colonialism.  Finally, the musing on the ARM focuses on the last exhibition which displays the victors, a small band of fellow travellers, celebrating their political victory and yet seem unsatisfied that their worldview is no longer an absolutely hegemony.  In the background of the display, standing above and yet seemingly amongst these ideological warriors, is Prime Minister Howard.  This last panel also gives the departing audience the museum a larger question to muse over, which is whether Australia’s colonial past is but its present, relived in a different guise.  

