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George W. Bush and his Biographers

The cartoonist Bill Leak once commented that it is hard to draw George W. Bush because he is already a ‘caricature’. Seen by many as a verbally challenged faux cowboy Texan with born-again Christian beliefs and a bellicose and simplistic foreign policy, Bush is a wellspring of negative stereotypes. In frame one he is Ronald Reagan the B-grade cowboy, next he is Bonzo the chimpanzee, next he is the simpleton Alfred E. Newman. Is all of this too easy and in the end too simple? How did this ‘yokel’ defeat the popular incumbent Texan Governor Anne Richards in 1994, John McCain – one of the most admired figures in current American politics – in the 2000 primaries and then go on to receive over 50 million votes in the 2000 general election? This paper will discuss the various biographies on Bush with the aim of presenting a more complete picture of the strengths and weaknesses of the current US president. It will also attempt to analyse the differences between the insider accounts of Bob Woodward and David Frum and the generally more critical biographies written by outsiders. 
