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Sun Yat-sen and Greater China 

The 'virtual' civil war between China and Taiwan has plagued both countries since their division in 1949. It was accepted on both sides that while they each had a different interpretation of its meaning, the 'One China principle' underpinned any possible détente.  Meaningful negotiations for a peaceful settlement, which began in 1993, collapsed in 1995 when Lee Denghui visited the United States, and the prospect for their resumption worsened in 1999 when Lee announced that any future negotiations would take place only on a 'special state-to-state' basis.  Lee later declared (in what seemed obvious to the outside observer), that Taiwan had a new 'national identity', and should be considered 'new Taiwanese' rather than Chinese.  However, overt declarations of policy that appear obvious and rational, are not always in the best interests of peace.  Both the Mainland, and a significant section of Lee's Guomindang, felt these tacit declarations of quasi-independence betrayed the principles of Sun Yat-sen, which for many has been the philosophical key which bridged the gap between China and Taiwan's competing ideologies.

