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Humour, Multiculturalism and Political correctness

Analysis of the politics of humour has been somewhat of a neglected area in political science. This is surprising given the prevalence and everyday contribution it makes to our lives through popular culture. From the cartoon in our local daily newspaper to the comical email we receive from a friend on the other side of the world or the gag that breaks the ice at that awkward social event, humour is ever present. Indeed, humour and comedy have a long and complex historical association with politics and in the construction of national identities. In more recent years humour in Australia has been used to express controversial views concerning the ‘mainstream’s’ backlash to multiculturalism and ‘political correctness’.  

This humorous backlash cannot be simply regarded as a collection of benign jokes, songs or sketches that are somehow removed from politics or ideology. They are multifarious, contradictory and powerful statements that tell us a great deal about contemporary Australian society and as such require further detailed analysis. This paper will explore the complexity of humour in Australia  through the analysis of two current humorous productions, the film Fat Pizza (2003) and  Kevin Bloody Wilson: Let Loose Live in Ireland (2003). Whilst they may both appear to be critical of ‘political correctness’ or posit an anti-politically correct position it will be argued that one expresses more of an anti-anti-’political correctness’. The implications of these positions will be further assessed in the context of discussions around ‘identity politics’ and the ‘politics of identity’ and their relation to multiculturalism and national identity in Australia.

