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The Demon of Modernity: The Inscrutable Politics of International Terrorism (When the pursuit of infinite justice requires perpetual war)
This paper is concerned with the politics of international terrorism for three main reasons: (1) the agents of terror target successful symbols of capitalism in advanced industrial states; (2) Americans have increasingly become the targets terrorism; and (3) there appears to be a general lack of attention to the fact that international terrorism is a growth industry that began in the 1970s with the proliferation of Cold War weapons. The notion of terrorism is neither coherent nor monolithic and represents a convenient catch-all term for unanticipated, sudden, and inexplicable acts of violence against humanity. The terrorists are ironically dependent on the technology and capitalism they seek to destroy. However, the real paradox of the politics of international terrorism lies in the reproduction of terror when the pursuit of punishment of terrorists result in the re-spawning of terrorist cells at alternative geopolitical positions. The Demon of Modernity is incongruent and incommensurate with human decency, civic, and ethical behavior. International terrorisms’ war on humanity cannot go unpunished even though the pursuit of infinite justice encounters the encumbrances of perpetual war. This paper examines the neoliberal international political economy and shows why its weaknesses contribute to the subterfuge of terrorism.
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