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Is International Citizenship Gendered? 

Feminist citizenship theorists have shown that citizenship is gendered. Whether understood via the liberal model, emphasising citizenship as a status with associated sets of rights, or the republican model, which conceives of citizenship as a practice encompassing political obligations, the concept of citizenship was originally predicated on the exclusion of women, and continues to rely on a rigid gendered separation of the “private” or domestic and “public” or political spheres. T. H. Marshall’s influential model of rights-based citizenship, in which social and political rights are depicted as evolutionary extensions of civil rights won in the eighteenth century, has been shown to describe the evolution of the rights of man, with the rights of woman following a radically different pattern. 

At the beginning of the twenty-first century, with the formation of a European political community, and the United Nations system and networks of non-government organisations serving as a nascent global political community, is it now meaningful to discuss international citizenship, and if so, is international citizenship also gendered? 

This paper attempts to explore these questions. After discussing the current limitations of the concept of international citizenship, the granting and exercise of civil, political, social and reproductive rights of citizenship, and access to citizenship practice are shown to be gendered at both the European and global levels, demonstrating that international citizenship is gendered.

