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Rethinking the Path to Peace: A Binational State for Palestinians and Israelis

Partition was never an appropriate solution to the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians. Insurmountable difficulties to creating two ethnically homogenous states were evident back in 1947 when the UN first proposed the partition of Mandate Palestine. The Oslo Peace process became another failed attempt at partition because the permanent status issues of borders, Jerusalem, settlements and the refugee issue proved unresolvable within the two-state framework. Today, the dense web of Israeli ‘facts on the ground’, which were allowed to proliferate during the Oslo years, have made the creation of a viable Palestinian impossible. In this article I argue that not only is the Roadmap destined to fail, but any peace agreement based upon two states will not resolve this conflict. There does exist an alternative path to peace, found in the idea of binational state. Once laughed at as idealistic and naïve, the binational option is rapidly gaining support from both sides of the conflict. The advantage of a binational state is that it is the only option for peace that can reconcile the Israeli desire for security with the Palestinian claim for self-determination. In this paper I offer a defence of binationalism as part of a broader cosmopolitan approach to conflict resolution.

