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What Now for Cyprus Re-Unification? : A post-EU Accession and Annan Plan analysis

The year 2004 has been, it seems, the most important year in relation to political developments for Cyprus and its people since 1974. This year would see both a referendum conducted in Cyprus, both in the Greek and Turkish dominated areas of the island, as well as EU accession one week later. The referendum, held on 24th April 2004, was to determine whether both the Greek Cypriots, who control the internationally recognised Republic of Cyprus, and the Turkish Cypriots, who control the internationally illegal ‘Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus’ which was created as a result of the Turkish invasion of the island in July 1974, would accept a new constitution based on the Annan Plan V, a UN blueprint to reunite the island into a loose federal republic with two politically equal constituent states, one Greek Cypriot and one Turkish Cypriot. If the referendum was accepted on both sides, the island would be reunified by April 29th under the new constitution, and a united Cyprus would join the EU on May 1st 2004. 

Both the Greek and Turkish Cypriot Presidents, who were instrumental in the negotiation process of the Annan Plan, urged voters to reject it, citing serious flaws. Instead, the Turkish Cypriot side, urged by Turkey’s government seeking to remove Cyprus as an impediment to their own EU ambitions, voted 65% in favour of the Annan Plan. The Greek Cypriot side, assured of EU membership no matter the result and disillusioned with the basic aspects of the plan, voted an overwhelming 76% NO to the reunification blueprint. With the failure of the referendum, and the Greek Cypriots entering the EU without their Turkish Cypriot compatriots, what is in store for stalled Cyprus reunification post-Annan Plan and EU accession? 

