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Options/Scenarios for the future of the War on Terrorism and the Foreign Policy of George W. Bush, from a political sociological perspective

Two of the most important recent globalizing features of world politics, both "international" and "domestic", have been the interactive phenomena of  1)  international fundamentalist terrorism as an all-encompassing mass social movement and 2)  the pre-emptive hegemonic project for American "foreign" policy of President George W. Bush. Both have changed the agenda and character of world politics, for the worse, since the epochal events of September 11, 2001.  Neither is likely, however, to last much longer in their present forms, not only because of their mutual extremisms and increasingly loose hold on reality, but also because of classic processes of charisma routinization in the face of international and political sociological diversity and complexity.  Nonetheless it is an open question what comes afterwards, since a return to the status quo ante seems unrealistic as well.  As in the decade after WWII, when US hegemony was first constructed, a milder more unilateral form of US domination seems likely, particularly in the face of a more routinized and diffuse terrorist threat.  

