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NEWS FROM THE DIRECTOR

Child care and the new reforms have been in the media recently and I am sure there will be more. Some of the new National Quality Standards that will be required are the educator to child ratio. As of January 2012, birth to 24 months 1:4 which is what our centre has been working with for many years.  It will be the changes in January 2014 and 2016 that may have an effect on all centres, ratio of children aged 25 to 35 months will be 1:5 and children 36months to school-age 1:11. 
As of Jan 2014, 50 percent of educators must have or be actively working towards a Diploma level education and care qualification. An early childhood teacher must be in attendance at the centre if 25 or more children are enrolled.
It is a positive move to up the ratios and the qualifications, but there also needs to be a significant change in the Government’s view of the early childhood education and care sector.  

Welcome Back
July 25th we welcome Sandy back after her six months parental leave. Sandy will be in the U2’s on Mondays and Wednesdays.
We also say goodbye to our school leavers, Angas, Caitlin, Toby and William.

MANAGEMENT NEWS 
   
Due to the low utilization we are starting an advertising campaign in the local papers. 
We will also apply for a grant to help us purchase a new shed.
Unfortunately due to personal reasons we have had a couple of resignations from committee members so  if anyone would like the opportunity to join our management team and be involved with the decisions that ensure the centre is meeting all it’s requirements and have a say in our future.    





Over Two’s Room.
We have continued looking at “Things that go!” with engines and without engines
The children have had the opportunity to make hot air balloons, they made and floated boats outside in the trough, made paper kites and paper planes, which they practiced flying outside on a windy day. The children helped to hang many objects in our large shady tree outside, we hung a wooden wind chime which the children can hear play when the breeze blows as well as other decorations that spin, twirl and blow in the breeze.
We will continue learning the alphabet in sign language and practicing our animal signs with old Macdonald had a farm and the rainbow song.
The South Australian Living Arts Festival is on between 5th and 28th  August 2011. Our centre is hoping to celebrate this event from the 15th till the 19th August. We are organising artists to work with the children and have a parent/ grandparent day. We will give more information about this as we get closer. If you have any ideas or people that could be part of this experience please let Rachael know.   
Rachael, Bernie and Rachel.



Under Two’s Room

Over the past month in the baby room we have been creative with making things. We have been making no mess collages (this is where they place things on contact then you place the contact on a sheet of paper) with Michelle. They are on displaying the room. We also experimented with slime. The children enjoyed putting their hands in it, playing with it and feeling new textures. We did finger and hand group paintings. The children really enjoyed this experience playing and feeling the paint.

On some days when it has been sunny we have been taking the children for a walk around the university. On our walks we have seen sheep cows and tractors. We aim to do this as often as we can to get the babies out and about.

We have also done some cooking. Michelle, Julie and the children have made porridge and short bread cookies. The children enjoyed making and eating them.

I have finished completing the 6 monthly developmental summaries. I will be sending a copy home for you to have a read and place a comment in the space provided, then hand them back to me to place in your child’s folder.

Over the school holidays I will be taking 2 weeks off to spend time with my children and a holiday to Melbourne. Michelle, Hannah and Julie will still continue to be in the room. At the end of July we welcome back Sandy from maternity leave. She will be working in the baby room on Mondays and Wednesdays.

Kelly, Michelle, Hannah and Julie. 

ACCREDITATION.

The staff are busy implementing the Early Years Learning Framework.  There are five learning outcomes -:
· Children have a strong sense of identity
· Children are connected with and contribute to their world
· Children have a strong sense of wellbeing
· Children are confident and involved learners
· Children are effective communicators.
Children’s learning is ongoing and each child will progress towards the outcomes in different and equally meaningful ways. 
By working together parents and educators can provide information that links your child’s experiences at home with the time and experiences at the centre.

REMINDERS
· Warm clothes are now required
· Please label all children’s belongings
· 1 piece of fruit to contribute to fruit time
· Rubber boots and rain coats for the coming wet weather so we can play outdoors.
· We monitor the uv rating daily and we will wear sunscreen and hats when the uv is 3 or over.

ADMIN NEWS

1st July is the rollover date for the financial year with FAO. You will now have your 40 allowable absence days reinstated and your CCB% may have changed.  This will affect your payments to the Centre if it has.  Please check your weekly amounts and if you have an ongoing payment transfer happening, please adjust accordingly.

Also, if you can please remember that the Centre is a not for profit organisation and our ongoing financial position depends on payment of your accounts, so it you fall behind, so does the business.  Your fees cover wages, food and nappies. The Centre aims to provide high quality child care for your children, so your assistance in maintaining your account is imperative to help us achieve that.

Baby signing workshop

The introductory baby signing workshop held on Saturday 18th June at the Centre was well received by the families that attended.
The aim of the workshop is to introduce families to the wonderful visual language of signing and assist with the communication of a preverbal child.
Baby signing provides children with a communication tool to voice their needs or wants to others by signing key words eg drink, milk, bottle, asking for a toy by name and so much more.
Using Auslan ( Australian sign language) we teach families and children how to sign a variety of words that they would use daily. Signing has become part of our room’s culture.
Feedback and comments received have been positive. The children have been picking up on the language and signing to educators and their families.
Signing helps with language development, we always say the words we sign. Signing does not delay language.
The centre will be holding workshops in the coming months. Keep an eye out for booking sheets at the sign in area. Book early as there is a limit of 5 families per workshop.
Look forward to seeing you there.
Happy signing
Michelle and Kelly.
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Staff  Profile

 (
Name: 
Bernadette Henson
 (Bernie)
Days at work
: 
3 days permanent but varies
Position at work: 
Qualified level 4
Family: 
Brian and children Michael and Elizabeth.
Pets: 
Hobbies /Interests: 
Softball, volleyball, football, gardening and music
Persona
l goals: 
B
e happy
,
 stay healthy and keep enjoying working with children.
)
[image: C:\Users\RCCCC\Pictures\staff aug 10\staff aug 10 028.JPG]




Staff  Profile

 (
Name: 
Hannah Baldwin
Days at work: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday.
Position at work: 
Certificate 3, under 2’s room
Family: 
I live with my partner Brock in 
Lyndoch
.
Pets: 
Rhodesian ridgeback (dog) called Sydney
Hobbies /Interests: 
C
amping, sewing, travelling, watching Brock’s motorbike races and outdoor activities.
Personal goals: 
T
o give quality care to the chidren.
)
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