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NEWS FROM THE DIRECTOR

Welcome to all our families new and old. The year has started with a few changes to the staff roster, with Sandy off on parental leave. Kelly will be team leader in the U2’s on Tues, Thurs, and Fri and Michelle will do the Mon and Wed. 
Rachael Haydon is now our Assistant Director and team leader in the O2’s Mon, Wed, Thurs and Fri with Bernie on Tuesdays. 
Leah and Sharyn have now finished and we have a new cook, Michelle Nankivell. We wish them well in their new endeavours, and many thanks for their time with us.

The staff are busy exploring and implementing the new Early Years Learning Framework.
Belonging, Being & Becoming; The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia, is to support curriculum decision making to extend and enrich children’s learning from birth to five years and through the transition to school. The staff have been to introduction sessions and over the next few months there will be some further training available.

MANAGEMENT NEWS 

The Management Committee will be looking at some new members to join them in the role of managing the Centre, as we have several members finishing this year.  Please give it some consideration as the AGM is coming up on the 21st March. The Committee is made up of the Centre Director, a Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Staff Representative, University Representative and General members. 

The committee meets every 4 to 6 weeks to discuss how best to run such things as: the Centre’s buildings, grounds and equipment; policies relating to the children’s welfare; staffing; finances and fundraising.

Although we are dealing with important issues, the meetings are usually rather informal. It’s a great way to become involved in the operational aspects of the Centre, as well meet other parents.
So please put 21st March in your diary and come along to the AGM. Wine and Cheese provided.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Mon 14th March – Adelaide Cup Pub Hol
	Centre Closed
Mon 21st March  – AGM
18th – 29th Apr   – School Holidays
22nd – 25th Apr   – Easter
 	 Centre Closed
Tues 26th Apr    – Anzac Day Holiday
                            Centre Closed

Over Two’s Room.
Welcome back to all our families and to our new children William, Scarlette, Katie and Ella.
 We started off the year discussing what we did over the Christmas holidays. The children found pictures or drew their own to make a large collage with things that related to where and what they did during the holidays.
We celebrated Australia Day by making maps of Australia.  We looked and discussed the two flags that represent Australia and about the people that live in Australia.  
We are currently learning about recycling. The discussions have been about “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” and they are using the new green bins to learn about how and why we need to recycle. We made a bird feeder from an old milk carton, that’s hanging outside in our tree. Michelle brought in a worm farm which we have stocked up with some worms and the children help feed them with leftover fruit and vegetables. We are also in the process of making a papier mâché world to represent “our world, we need to look after it”.
The children enjoy looking at and sharing their family picture boards, if your child doesn’t have one or you think it might need updating we are happy for you to do this.
Rachael, Bernie, Julie, Rachel.
Under Two’s Room

Welcome to Ethan, Alex, Finn  and their families.

We are still continuing to redecorate the room, some things will be long term, others short term.

If you have a spare hat for your child, would it be possible to leave one at the centre on their hook, that would be great.
You probably noticed the “homework” I have been sending home with you and your child. Could you please take the time to read through the developmental summaries & child profiles fill them in & return them. Also a coloured A4 cardboard for any family photos you would like to share we will laminate it and place it on the wall for your child to look at.

Kelly, Michelle, Hannah and Julie. 

ACCREDITATION.

The staff are constantly reviewing their practices and procedures as you are aware with the surveys that are sent home throughout the year. 
The area that always seems to be a concern is the       families not being aware of the program and how they can be involved. Families are involved with the programming when they share their child’s interests and encourage their child to participate in dress-up days, celebrations, Grandparents days, sharing interests from outside the centre, and family photo boards. Parents are welcome to read the program, give ideas and feedback to the staff. The daily sheets for each room are in the front foyer, to give families feedback to encourage discussion and interests between you and your child/children as well as the staff. 

REMINDERS 
· Please label all children’s belongings
· 1 piece of fruit to contribute to fruit time
· Check parent pockets and the lost property box on a regular basis 
· Please do not hesitate to see staff if you have any comments, ideas or questions for the program. 
· Nappy Cream if your child needs to have nappy cream please ensure you have a medication form completed and signed by a Doctor or Pharmacist. The cream will need a chemist label on it.

ADMIN NEWS

February has seen the full implementation the new Modern Award for Child Care.  This has meant a change in our rostering system for the staff. How does this affect you? We do now have to closely monitor staffing ratios and overtime, so please be aware that there may be days that you may need a casual booking and we can not meet your needs. If you know that you require extra day/s, please let us know asap so that we can roster accordingly. This also goes for days off/sick days. Please let us know if your child is not coming in, it may make room for someone who desperately needs our service.

Thank you to the families who returned their Family Feedback Survey. For those of you who have requested email of accounts and newsletter, I am in the process of organizing this.  Processing our Modern Award changes has taken up quite a bit of Admin time.


If you have not returned the survey and would like to organize email of your account and/or newsletters, please let us know your email.
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