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NEWS FROM THE DIRECTOR

You may have noticed the front garden has had a tidy up, some of the plants needed to be cut back, others removed. We hope to re vegetate with some more native plants. The kitchen garden is also in need of re planting.  Kathy Warhurst, one of our parents is taking this on and has a list of vegetables that might be suitable for us to use in the children’s lunches. A working bee may in the plan, I’ll let you know.

We will be supporting a couple of TAFE students this year, Rachael and Amber, they are both are studying Certificate 3.   

Over the next few weeks some of the staff are going to be taking annual leave/sick leave so we have advertised for some relief staff, as Caroline has been offered a permanent position elsewhere. I hope to utilize as many permanent staff where possible but they will not be able to cover all the shifts. We will try and have photos and an introduction notice for the new relief staff to help with the process of induction.
Just a reminder that school holidays are coming up and Easter this year coincides with Anzac day so the Centre will be closed from the 22nd April and reopen’s on the 27th April.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and safe holiday.

MANAGEMENT NEWS 

Our AGM was held on the 21st March and we elected our Management Committee as;
Chairperson - Nette Fisher; Secretary -Vacant; Treasurer – Hayley McGrice; Members – Nicole Heberle, Karen McKenna, Todd McWhorter,  Kellie Stewart, Lian Sutton; Campus Representative – Sally Polkinghorne; Staff Representative – Rachael Haydon; Director – Rose Muirhead.
I would like to say thank you to Liz Ninnes, Lauren Del Fabbro and Sandy Hodgetts for their contribution last year.
Our next Management meeting will be on the 9th May. If you have any issues you would like the committee to address please let us know.  

Following discussion by the Committee since last year and the Parent Survey being returned, a Fundraising Levy of $1.00 per family will be applied from 2 May 2011. We will still be running the Chocolate Fundraiser, Toy Catalogues and Entertainment Books, as we felt these were optional events for families. The Woolworths BBQ’s and other volunteer based events will not be run this year due to lack of volunteers previously.

DATES TO REMEMBER
18th – 29th Apr   – School Holidays
22nd – 25th Apr   – Easter
 	 Centre Closed
Tues 26th Apr    – Anzac Day Holiday
                            Centre Closed

Over Two’s Room.
We have been learning about Reuse, Reduce, Recycle. Playing matching games with the large bins (paper, plastic, cardboard, tins) and making a collage of recyclable household item. They also made wrapping paper which you would have already seen from painted paper. We made a bird feeder that hangs in the large tree and a worm farm. We feed them our scraps from morning tea.
We have been discussing our family picture boards and favourite things with the group.
We have been learning shapes and colours. We have been discussing them at group time. The children have engaged in shape printing with paints, developing cutting skills to cut around printed shapes and drawing or tracing their own.
Our vegetable this fortnight is eggplant. We have 2 growing in our veggie garden. We will be able to try it in our meals when they are ripe enough.
Our letter of the fortnight is “E” The children have been practicing writing and tracing it on their own. We also use cards during group time to help children recognize their name.
Our daily program including areas we are currently learning about are on display in the over 2’s room. We will be sending ½ yearly reports home for parents to see. If you have any further questions please see Rachael.
Rachael, Bernie, Julie, Rachel.

Under Two’s Room

Welcome to Bailey and his family.

We are continuing to redecorate the room, some things will be long term, others short term.

A big thank you to parents that brought in the u shape pillows, they will be greatly appreciated.

The past month we have been focusing on St. Patrick’s Day and Harmony Day. For St. Patrick’s Day the children painted a 4 leaf clover and Harmony day we celebrated it by encouraging the children to wear orange. It was great to see the children participating. We did some orange paintings which the children are bringing home with them.

With the cold weather fast approaching us can you bring in a warm jacket/beanie for the children as we will endeavor to go outside as much as possible.

We are starting to do Easter activities with the children. If you could please bring in an empty container (eg milk carton) we will make Easter baskets for the children to leave out for Easter bunny.

Kelly, Michelle, Hannah and Julie. 
ACCREDITATION.

On the 18th March the Centre was visited by a NCAC Validator to report on our procedures and practices. Her report is sent on to a Moderator where it is examined along with our self study report and surveys. The next step is the Accreditation Decision.
The visit went well, the validator spent time observing and talking to the staff and myself. She also checked the children’s developmental programs and evaluations, policies and various other paper work. Her comments were very positive and overall I think it was a positive day.


REMINDERS 
· Warm clothes are now required
· Please label all children’s belongings
· 1 piece of fruit to contribute to fruit time
· Check parent pockets and the lost property box on a regular basis 
· Rubber boots for the coming wet weather so we can play outdoors.


ADMIN NEWS

I am aiming to have accounts and newsletters out via email as requested by next term.  My apologies for this taking so long, but Audits, Accreditation and AGM have taken precedence. 
 
Please be aware of the upcoming school holidays and public holidays at the end of April.  If you are going to be away, please complete a Holiday Notification Form to receive your 50% discount and get it to us 2 weeks prior. (That will be this week folks)

During the school holidays, I will be away.  Rachael Haydon will be organizing your accounts. You will receive an account on Thursday 21 April which will be from Mon 11 Apr to Fri 22 Apr. Due to this, there may be some bank payments that won’t be recorded on your account. Please don’t panic. When I return I will back track over those two weeks and make sure all payments are receipted on the account that comes out on Mon 2 May.

Have a great Easter/Anzac Day Holiday.

Debbie.
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News from the kitchen

Hi everyone,

My name is Michelle, I am the new cook in the kitchen. I am working in the centre on a permanent basis and am enjoying the friendly atmosphere. I also have 3 children, 2 of which attend the centre and the eldest attends school in Sandy Creek. My children and I enjoy many activities such as motorbike and pushbike riding, excursions to the zoo and spending time with our extended family.

I am happy to receive input on the menu and if you have any family favourites that we could try, please pass them on to me.

One thing I need to do is remind all families that we are only allowed to accept whole fruit in good condition or cut fruit from an accredited supplier such as a supermarket, sorry, but this is part of the Food Safety Program and recommended best practice from the Department of Health.  
 
I have included a recipe the children enjoyed. 

Children’s Meatballs.

Sauce                                                               Meatballs
2 tins baked beans (tomato)                            1 kg mince
½ cup beef stock                                             ¾ cup breadcrumbs
½ zucchini                                                      2 eggs
¼ capsicum                                                     coriander
1 onion                                                            parsley
2 cloves garlic                                                 1 onion
Parsley
1 tin whole peeled tomatoes

Stir fry all vegetables and herbs in saucepan. Add baked beans simmer for 3 -4 mins. Add stock and tomatoes. Turn oven on at 190. Mix all meat ball ingredients and roll into small balls. Place in oven cook till brown (15 mins).
Serve with meat balls with sauce and other veg as desired. Mash potato would be yum.

Enjoy!!

