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NEWS FROM THE DIRECTOR

Hope you all enjoyed the Easter holiday break, I took a couple of extra days and spent some time with my family at the beach and had a great time.

We haven’t had a lot of luck when it comes to relief staff, they seem to be in great demand or find fulltime jobs. Julie Hoklas has been able to help out on a couple of occasions, some of the new families may not know but Julie worked here for many years and is semi ‘retired’.

Keep an eye out for the ‘garden’ working bee, a roster will be put up soon. Many hands make light work. We should only need a couple of hours if we have enough helpers.

Michelle (the cook) and I will be attending the Start Right Eat Right (SRER) training to be re assessed. 

We still have a few vacancies on most days so we will be looking at some advertising around the local area, but as usual word of mouth is still our most effective form of publicity.

The University’s Campus Manager has asked me to remind parents that there is a speed limit on Campus, most areas are 40 and the shared area is 10.   


MANAGEMENT NEWS 
   
  The Management Committee is a dedicated team of parents that come to meetings in their own time to keep our Centre operating. They make the decisions that are essential to the needs of the staff and families. They ensure policies and procedures are followed and licensing requirements are in compliance with the Children’s Services Regulations. 

A reminder to all families there is a Policy Folder in the front foyer for you to refer to if needed and a copy can be issued if required. 

 DATES TO REMEMBER

Mon 23rd May – Baby Sign Language Session
Mon 13th June - Public Holiday

Over Two’s Room.
In the O2’s this month we have been learning shapes and colours. The children have been discussing, printing, tracing and cutting shapes.
The children enjoyed making and decorating their Easter baskets and crafts. We have had lots of discussion about the children’s Easter holidays and their experiences. 
During the holidays the children and carers enjoyed a walk to the oval, where we played running and chasing games. Michelle cooked us a BBQ and we sat in the gazebo to eat before walking back.
We also engaged in lots of messy activities with paints, gloop and playdough.
In the coming weeks we will begin discussing ‘Things that go!’ with engines and without e.g cars, motorbikes, kites, push bikes. We will be doing lots of construction encouraging imagination, making; cars, planes and kites. As well as a trip to the museum to see the tractors.  If you have anything relating that you would like to share please do.
Our daily program, including areas we are currently learning about, are on display in the over 2’s room. We will be sending ½ yearly reports home for parents to see. If you have any further questions please see Rachael.
Rachael, Bernie, Julie, Rachel.
Under Two’s Room

Welcome to Levi, Jasmine, Indigo and their families to the centre.
The last month in the baby room we have been busy doing Easter activities. The children will be bringing their creations home. Hope you liked their Easter cards the children made for their families.
The next few weeks we will be making a special gift for our wonderful mums.
Just a reminder to bring in spare clothes, hats etc with the children’s names on them. We have been still managing to get outside and enjoy the lovely weather.

Kelly, Michelle, Hannah and Julie. 

ACCREDITATION.

Our Centre has been Accredited and congratulated by the National Childcare Accreditation Council (NCAC). Our new certificate is on the notice board in the front foyer. 
We have been given a Continuing Improvement Guide for the staff and management to work together to continue  providing high quality care.

REMINDERS
· Warm clothes are now required
· Please label all children’s belongings
· 1 piece of fruit to contribute to fruit time
· Check parent pockets and the lost property box on a regular basis 
· Rubber boots for the coming wet weather so we can play outdoors.
· We monitor the uv rating daily and we will wear sunscreen and hats when the uv is over 3

ADMIN NEWS

Monday 9 May saw the first lot of email accounts go out. If you received your account via email and would prefer not to, please pop a note in the Fees Box (there was a slight hiccup, sorry). If you didn’t receive yours via email and would like to, same thing.

From Monday 16 May you will see that your account has the “Fundraising Levy” applied.  This is $1.00 per family. 

A reminder that ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS are available for purchase for $65.00. $13.00 from each book sold goes to the Centre. If you have a 2010 book, they will expire at the end of the month. 
BABY SIGN LANGUAGE SESSION

We have recently started to implement the use of Australian Baby Sign Language at our Centre as part of our development program. We use the standardized Australian Sign Language which is a recognised communication around Australia.

You are invited to attend a Baby Signing Introductory Session to be held at the centre on Monday 23rd May at 6.30 to 8.00 pm run by Michelle.

Baby sign language is a way for your baby to be able to communicate what they want before they can talk. Your baby may experience less frustration, tantrums and crying as they are able to communicate with you using the visual language of signing. You are probably already using some form of sign language without even realizing it. For example waving goodbye and nodding your head for “yes”, are a form of sign language.

Baby sign language does not delay the spoken language and is not used in place of speaking. To encourage your baby to talk sign language is used in context and the word is repeated to ensure your baby understands. Signing is a fun visual language that can be part of your everyday life and involve everyone.

If you have any questions or for more information please speak to Michelle, Rose, Rachael or Kelly.
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3.8     Children’s Clothing Policy

Children should be dressed in appropriate comfortable clothing, this includes clothing for messy and outdoor play.

Clothes that fit properly allow children to move freely and comfortably to participate in experiences and for sleeping/rest times. Clothing should also be appropriate to encourage your child’s self help skills (no belts, buckles or tricky buttons).

Clothing must comply with our sun protection policy. This includes tops that cover the child’s shoulders and tops of their arms (singlets, tank tops, strappy tops are not acceptable). An appropriate broad brimmed or legionnaire hat must also be supplied.

Footwear must be safe, comfortable and fit well. Shoes must provide support as well as protection for the feet. The shoes must be properly fastened to the feet to ensure safe indoor and outdoor play, including running and climbing.  (Thongs are not acceptable foot wear and we are finding ‘crocs’ or similar are unsafe for outside play as they do not fit well on children’s feet.)

It is important to supply spare clothing for weather/temperature changes. All clothing should be labelled to help prevent mix ups or loss.   The centre does supply some spare clothes for unexpected times.  We ask that the borrowed clothes be washed and returned to the centre. All soiled/wet/dirty clothing will be put into a bag with the child’s name on it and put into the provided bucket in the laundry.

Staff are required to model and discuss appropriate clothing and sun safe practices with the children.

Sourced: NCAC 2005


