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Stephen Lincoln is a Professor in the School of Chemistry and Physics and the Research Institute for 
Climate Change and Sustainability at the University of Adelaide. He holds an Honours BSc and DSc 
from the University of Manchester and a PhD from the University of Adelaide. 

He teaches widely in chemistry and environmental chemistry at the University of Adelaide. His 
research activities encompass the design of molecules for use in nanotechnology and sensor molecules 
for biological and environmental monitoring. One of these sensors, Zinquin, is internationally the most 
used fluorescent detector for zinc in biological and medical cellular studies, and is sold by many fine 
chemical suppliers.

He has published three hundred research papers in international journals and two books, the latest 
of which, “Challenged Earth: An Overview of Humanity’s Stewardship of Earth” presents a broad and 
generally optimistic coverage of humanity’s future. He received an UNESCO award for this book in 
2007.

He has held visiting academic positions at the Universities of Kent, Cambridge and Lausanne and 
Washington State University. Currently, he participates in collaborative research projects with the 
Australian National University, Flinders University, Princeton University, the University of New 
Orleans, and the East China University of Science and Technology. He also consults for industry in 
areas ranging from wool technology to improved sunscreens.

He is a Fellow of The Royal Society of Chemistry and The Royal Australian Chemical Institute, 
and is Vice-President of the Asian Cyclodextrin Society, and chair of the forthcoming International 
Conference on Coordination Chemistry to be held in Adelaide in 2010. He was awarded the 2002 H. G. 
Smith medal, which is the senior research award of the Royal Australian Institute of Chemistry which 
also twice awarded him the Archibald D. Ollé Prize (2000 and 2007) for the two books listed below.

In more generalist areas, Professor Lincoln writes environmental and science articles for the 
Advertiser, appears on ABC 891 in Adelaide and on Melbourne and Brisbane commercial radio 
programmes, is an occasional consultant for ABC TV Behind the News, and presents invited talks to a 
wide range of audiences on climate change, energy, nuclear power, and the challenges of the 21st

century. He also consults for the wool processing and pharmaceutical industries

A selection of some recent publications appears below:
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