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Current Position: Visiting Research Fellow in Economics, University of Adelaide.

Contact Information: Department of Economics, University of Adelaide, SA 5005, Australia.
Tel. (+61) 8-8313-5540. Fax. (+61) 8-8223-1460. E-mail: ian.mclean@adelaide.edu.au
Degrees: B.A. (Wellington 1965), Ph.D. (Australian National University 1971).

Employment Record

Principal positions: University of Adelaide, Department of Economics: Reader 1992-2007,
Senior Lecturer 1978-1991, and Lecturer 1974-1977. Australian National University,
Department of Economics: Tutor/Senior Tutor 1972 and 1973.

Temporary appointments:  Visiting Professor of Economics, University of California,
Berkeley (Fall 1995, Spring 1999, and Spring 2003). Visiting Professor of Economics,
Stanford University (Winter 1991). Research Fellow in Economic History, Australian
National University (1981 and 1982).

Other appointments:  Visiting Scholar in Economics, University of California, Berkeley
(Spring 1996 and Spring 2006); Visiting Scholar in Economics, Harvard University (1984-85
and 1989-90); and Visiting Fellow in Economics, Yale University (1977-78).

Research: Principal Publications

Why Australia Prospered: The Shifting Sources of Economic Growth. (Princeton NJ:
Princeton University Press, 2012)

“Australasian Economic History: Research Challenges and Big Questions.” Australian
Economic History Review, Vol. 47, No. 3 (November 2007), pp.300-315. (With Martin P.
Shanahan.)

“Why Was Australia So Rich?” Explorations in Economic History, Vol. 44, No. 4 (October
2007), pp.635-656.

“Recovery from Depression: Australia in an Argentine Mirror 1895-1913.” Australian
Economic History Review, Vol. 46, No. 3 (November 2006), pp.215-241.

“Historical Statistics of the Australian Economy.” Australian Economic Review, Vol. 38, No.
4 (December 2005), pp.451-458.

“Australian Economic Growth in Historical Perspective.” Economic Record, Vol. 80, No. 250
(September 2004), pp.330-345.

“Australia” in Joel Mokyr (ed.), Oxford Encyclopedia of Economic History (New York:
Oxford University Press 2003), Vol. 1, pp.177-182.

“The Productivity of U.S. States since 1880.” Journal of Economic Growth, Vol. 8, No. 1
(March 2003), pp.73-114. (With Kris J. Mitchener.)



“Australian Growth: A California Perspective” in Dani Rodrik (ed.), In Search of Prosperity:
Analytic Narratives on Economic Growth (Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press, 2003),
pp.23-52. (With Alan M. Taylor.)

“U.S. Regional Growth and Convergence, 1880-1980.” Journal of Economic History, Vol.
59, No. 4 (December 1999), pp.1016-1042. (With Kris J. Mitchener.)

“Consumer Prices and Expenditure Patterns in Australia, 1850-1914.” Australian Economic
History Review, Vol. 39, No. 1 (March 1999), pp.1-28.

“Tasman Trade Relations: Decline and Rise” in Richard Pomfret (ed.), Australian Trade
Policies (Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 1995), pp.171-189.

“Saving in Settler Economies: Australian and North American Comparisons.” Explorations in
Economic History, Vol. 31, No. 4 (October 1994), pp.432-452.

“The Supply of Gold Under the Pre-1914 Gold Standard.” Economic History Review, Vol. 47,
No. 2 (May 1994), pp.288-309. (With Barry J. Eichengreen.)

“The Distributional Impact of the Depression in the United States” in Y.S. Brenner, et al
(eds.), Income Distribution in Historical Perspective (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1991), pp.189-211.

“Growth in a Small Open Economy: An Historical View” in Bruce Chapman (ed.), Australian
Economic Growth (Melbourne: Macmillan, 1989), pp.7-33.

“Unequal Sacrifice: Distributional Aspects of Depression and Recovery in Australia” in R.G.
Gregory and N.G. Butlin (eds.), The Recovery from the Depression: Australia and the World
Economy in the 1930s (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988), pp.335-356.

The Australian Economy in the Long Run (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987),
co-editor. (With Rodney Maddock.)

“The Australian Economy in the Very Long Run” in Rodney Maddock and lan W. McLean
(eds.), The Australian Economy in the Long Run (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1987), pp.5-29. (With Rodney Maddock.)

“Economic Wellbeing” in Rodney Maddock and lan W. McLean (eds.), The Australian
Economy in the Long Run (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987), pp.319-343.

“More or Less Equal? Australian Income Distribution in 1933 and 1980.” Economic Record,
Vol. 62 (March 1986), pp.67-81. (With Sue Richardson.)

“Supply-Side Shocks: The Case of Australian Gold.” Journal of Economic History, Vol. 44,
No. 4 (December 1984), pp.1047-1067. (With Rodney Maddock.)

“Did Australian Living Standards Stagnate Between 1890 and 1940?” Journal of Economic
History, Vol. 43, No. 1 (March 1983), pp.193-202. (With Jonathan J. Pincus.)

“The Demand for Agricultural Research in Australia, 1870-1914.” Australian Economic
Papers, Vol. 21, No. 39 (December 1982), pp.294-308.

“The Rural Workforce in Australia 1871-1911.” Australian Economic History Review, Vol.
22, No. 2 (September 1982), pp.172-181. (With S.F. Molloy and P. Lockett.)



“The Analysis of Agricultural Productivity: Alternative Views and Victorian Evidence.”
Australian Economic History Review, Vol. 21, No. 1 (March 1981), pp.6-28.

“Research and Product Innovation in Australian Manufacturing.” Journal of Industrial
Economics, Vol. 27, No. 1 (September 1978), pp.1-12. (With David K. Round.)

“Anglo-American Engineering Competition, 1870-1914: Some Third Market Evidence.”
Economic History Review, Vol. 29, No. 3 (August 1976), pp.452-464.

“Growth and Technological Change in Agriculture: Victoria 1870-1910.” Economic Record,
Vol. 49 (December 1973), pp.560-574.

“The Adoption of Harvest Machinery in Victoria in the Late Nineteenth Century.” Australian
Economic History Review, Vol. 13, No. 1 (March 1973), pp.41-56.

“The Australian Balance of Payments on Current Account 1901 to 1964-65.” Australian
Economic Papers, Vol. 7 (June 1968), pp.77-90.

Research: Other Publications

“Australian Saving Since 1861 in Peter J. Stemp (ed.), Saving and Policy: Proceedings of a
Conference (Canberra: Centre for Economic Policy Research, Australian National University,
1991), pp.1-24.

“South Australian Manufacturing Since 1907: A Comparative Analysis of Structure and
Productivity” in T.J. Mules (ed.), South Australian Manufacturing in Transition (Adelaide:
Wakefield Press, 1989), pp.4-41.

“Transport and Communications” in Wray Vamplew (ed.), Australians: Historical Statistics
(Sydney: Fairfax, Syme & Weldon 1987), pp.166-182. (With Wray Vamplew.)

“Clio: An Economic History Database.” Australian Historical Statistics Bulletin, No. 8 (May
1984), pp.51-60. (With Wayne Naughton.)

“Economic Policy” in A. Parkin and A. Patience (eds.), The Dunstan Decade (Melbourne:
Longman-Cheshire, 1981), pp.22-50. (With Kevin T. Davis.)

“R&D Expenditure and Firm Size in Manufacturing 1971-72” in K.A. Tucker (ed.),
Economics of the Australian Service Sector (London: Croom Helm, 1977), pp.263-269. (With
David K. Round.)

“Growth and Technological Change in Agriculture: A Reply.” Economic Record, Vol. 50
(December 1974), pp.620-622.

Research: Unpublished Papers

“Responding to Shocks: Australia’s Institutions and Policies.” School of Economics Research
Paper 2010-30, University of Adelaide, December 2010, 29 pages.

“Might Australia Have Failed? Endowments, Institutions and Contingency.” School of
Economics Working Paper 2007-04, University of Adelaide, December 2007, 42 pages.



“No Flash in the Pan: Resource Abundance and Economic Growth in California 1848-1910.”
Seminar Paper 93-09, Centre for International Economic Studies, University of Adelaide,
December 1993, 42 pages.

“Convergence and Comparative Economic Growth: A Long Run Perspective.” Paper
presented to the Australian Economics Congress, Australian National University,
August/September 1988, 30 pages (with D.T. Nguyen).

“Telephone Pricing and Cross-Subsidisation under the PMG, 1901-1975.” Working Paper in
Economic History No. 27, Australian National University, September 1984, 47 pages.

“Rushes and Boom: The Impact on the Australian Economy of Export Shocks.” Paper
presented to the Conference of the Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand,
University of Sydney, August 1982, 30 pages (with R.R. Maddock).

“Risk and Crop-Mix Choice in Kansas 1874-1914.” Economics Department Working Paper
80-6, University of Adelaide, 1980, 37 pages.

Book Reviews

Williamson, “Globalization and the Poor Periphery before 1950” (2006). Economic Record,
Vol. 85 (December 2009), pp.494-495.

Hatton, O’Rourke and Taylor (eds.), “The New Comparative Economic History: Essays in
Honor of Jeffrey G. Williamson” (2007). Economic Record, VVol.84 (March 2008), pp.132-
134.

Ville, “The Rural Entrepreneur: A History of the Stock and Station Agent Industry in
Australia and New Zealand” (2000). Journal of Economic History, Vol. 62, No. 2 (June
2002), pp.612-613.

Irving, “The Centenary Companion to Australian Federation” (1999), and Meredith and
Dyster, “Australia in the Global Economy” (1999). Journal of Economic History, Vol. 61,
No. 2 (June 2001), pp.550-552.

Hatton and Williamson, “The Age of Mass Migration: Causes and Economic Impact” (1998).
Journal of Economic Literature, Vol. 37, No. 2 (June 1999), pp.693-694.

Raby, “Making Rural Australia: An Economic History of Technical and Institutional
Creativity, 1788-1860" (1996). Journal of Economic History, Vol. 59, No. 2 (June 1999),
pp.532-533.

Boehm, “20"™ Century Economic Development in Australia” (3" edition 1993). Economic
Record, Vol. 70 (June 1994), p.228.

Frost, “The New Urban Frontier: Urbanisation and City-Building in Australasia and the
American West” (1991). Australian Economic History Review, Vol. 34, No. 1 (March 1994),
pp.85-87.

Higonnet, Landes and Rosovsky, “Favorites of Fortune: Technology, Growth and Economic
Development Since the Industrial Revolution” (1991). Economic Analysis and Policy, Vol.
23, No. 1 (March 1993), pp.83-84.

Moyal, “Clear Across Australia: A History of Telecommunications” (1984). Australian
Economic History Review, Vol. 26, No. 2 (September 1986), pp. 192-193.



Rosenberg, “Inside the Black Box: Technology and Economics” (1982). Australian Economic
History Review, Vol. 25, No. 1 (March 1985), pp.87-88.

Ward, “Australia Since the Coming of Man” (1982). Prometheus, Vol. 1, No. 2 (December
1983), pp.375-376.

Fletcher, “Landed Enterprise and Penal Society” (1976), and Robinson, “The New South
Wales Wheat Frontier 1851 to 1911”7 (1976). Australian Economic History Review, Vol. 17,
No. 2 (September 1977), pp.172-174.

Powell, “Yeomen and Bureaucrats (1973). Australian Economic History Review, Vol. 15, No.
1 (March 1975), p.61.

Fogel and Engerman, “The Reinterpretation of American Economic History” (1971).
Economic Record, Vol. 48 (June 1972), pp.303-304.

Powell, “The Public Lands of Australia Felix” (1970), in Australian Economic History
Review, Vol. 11, No. 2 (September 1971), pp.207-208.
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