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Freshwater bathing of kingfish (Seriola spp.)     The culprit: Benedenia 
in Japanese aquaculture to ‘clean’ their skin of    seriolae (Platyhelminthes: 
Benedenia seriolae (Monogenea)      Monogenea: Capsalidae) 
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Anterior attachment organs of a Neoentobdella  Posterior attachment hooks of an Encotyllabe 
sp. (Monogenea) from the ventral skin of a stingray.  sp. (Monogenea) from the pharyngeal tooth pads 
The parasite secretes an underwater glue to adhere  of a bony fish from the Great Barrier Reef. 
to the wet slimy surfaces of the host. 
 

Invited presentations at scholarly meetings       

17.  WHITTINGTON I.D. 2011.  Monogeneans.  Aquatic Parasitology Workshop: Detection & 
Diagnosis (sponsored by the Australian Society for Parasitology Inc. and the Fisheries 
Research & Development Corporation), Cairns Campus of James Cook University, 10th 
July, Cairns, Queensland, Australia.  (Notes in workshop booklet). 

16.  WHITTINGTON I.D. & Kearn G.C. 2011.  Hatching strategies in parasitic 
monogeneans (platyhelminths) that facilitate host infection.  Environmentally-
Cued Hatching Across Taxa: Embryos Choose a Birthday symposium at the 
annual conference of the Society for Integrative & Comparative Biology, January 
3–7 2011, Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A.  (Abstract with program; invited 
presentation S8.10). 

15.  Shinn A., Paladini G., WHITTINGTON I., Harris P., Littlewood T., Bakke T., Harris 
J., Christison K., Rubio-Godoy M., Conway D. & Bron J. 2009.  MonoDB: first 
steps in the provision of a centralised web-based resource for the Monogenea.  
The 6th International Symposium on Monogenea, August 2–7 2009, Cape Town, 
South Africa.  (Abstract with program; invited presentation I5). 

14.  Deveney M.R., Williams R.E. & WHITTINGTON I.D. 2009.  Treating 
monogeneans in aquaculture: how do I treat you?  Let me count the ways.  The 
6th International Symposium on Monogenea, August 2–7 2009, Cape Town, 
South Africa.  (Abstract with program; invited presentation I3). 

13.  Shinn A.P., WHITTINGTON I.D. & Bron J.E. 2008.  Man, monsters and machines: 
managing malicious miscreants.  The Annual Scientific Meeting of the Australian 
Society for Parasitology Inc. and the Australian National Network for Parasitology 
Annual Conference, July 6–9 2008, Stamford Grand, Glenelg, South Australia.  
(Abstract with program; contribution S17). 

12.  Shinn A.P., WHITTINGTON I.D. & Bron, J.E. 2007.  BEAST: Benedeniid Enumeration 
And Segmentation Technique.  Training School on Fish Welfare EU COST ACTION 867 
in collaboration with Sustainable Control of Fish Diseases in Aquaculture (SCOFDA), 
April 10–12, Department of Veterinary Pathobiology, University of Copenhagen, 
Denmark.  (Abstract with proceedings). 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0020-7519(95)90030-6�
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0020-7519(94)90138-4�
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0020-7519(94)90105-8�


 16 

11.  WHITTINGTON I.D., Perkins E.M., Chisholm L.A. & Donnellan S.C. 2006.  
Neobenedenia ‘melleni’ (Monogenea: Capsalidae): is this enigmatic infamous pest of 
fishes worldwide a cryptic species complex?  11th International Congress of 
Parasitology (ICOPA XI), August 6-11 2006, Scottish Exhibition & Convention Centre, 
Glasgow, UK.  (Abstract with e-program). 

10.  WHITTINGTON I.D. 2005.  The Entobdellinae (Monogenea: Capsalidae): recent 
research to unify the taxon.  Fifth International Symposium on Monogenea (ISM5), 
August 8-12 2005, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou, China.  Abstract with program, 
H1, p. 58). 

9.  WHITTINGTON I.D. 2004.  The monogenean life-cycle in detail and how Monogenea 
diversity ‘down under’ can confront fish culture.  Sustainable Control of Fish Diseases in 
Aquaculture (SCOFDA), November 3-4 2004, Royal Veterinary & Agricultural University, 
Frederiksberg, Denmark.  (Abstract with proceedings). 

8.  WHITTINGTON I.D. 2003.  The Capsalidae (Monogenea): classification, phylogeny, 
identity and biology.  6th International Symposium on Fish Parasites, September 22-26 
2003, University of the Free State, Bloemfontein, South Africa.  (Abstract with program, 
p. 55). 

7.  Ernst I., Chambers C. & WHITTINGTON I. 2003.  Efficient management of monogenean 
parasites of kingfish and yellowtail (Seriola spp.): contrasting challenges for established 
and emerging industries.  Annual Scientific Meeting of the Australian Society for 
Parasitology Inc., July 6-10 2003, Darwin, Northern Territory, Australia.  (Abstract with 
program, contribution S14). 

6.  WHITTINGTON I.D. & Chisholm L.A. 2001.  Biodiversity of marine parasites in Australia: 
more than just a list of largely invisible creatures.  Invited keynote address to the 5th 
Invertebrate Biodiversity & Conservation Conference, December 1-4 2001, Adelaide, 
South Australia, Australia.  (Abstract with program, p. 85). 

5.  WHITTINGTON I.D., Cribb B.W., Hamwood T.E. and Halliday J.A. 1999.  Host-specificity 
of monogenean (platyhelminth) parasites: a role for anterior adhesive secretions?  
Invited keynote address to the Annual Scientific Meeting of the Australian Society for 
Parasitology, September 27-30 1999, Yeppoon, Queensland, Australia.  (Abstract with 
program, p. 21). 

4.  WHITTINGTON I.D.  1997.  Diversity “down under”: monogeneans in the Antipodes 
(Australia).  Invited keynote address to the Third International Symposium on 
Monogenea, August 25-30 1997, Brno, Czech Republic.  (Abstract with program, p. 24). 

3.  WHITTINGTON I.D.  1996.  Reproduction and host-location among the parasitic 
Platyhelminthes: nous versus numbers.  Invited keynote address to the 8th International 
Symposium of the Biology of the Turbellaria, August 19-23 August 1996, Brisbane, 
Queensland, Australia.  (Abstract with program, p. 71). 

2.  WHITTINGTON I.D.  1996.  Monogenea.  Invited symposium report to the Australian 
Biological Resources Study Symposium as a prelude to the 8th International Symposium 
of the Biology of the Turbellaria, August 18th 1996, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. 

1.  WHITTINGTON I.D.  1991.  Monogenean (platyhelminth) parasites: their value to 
Parasitology.  Invited keynote address to the Annual Scientific and General Meeting of 
the Australian Society for Parasitology, October 1st-3rd 1991, Lorne, Victoria, Australia.  
(Abstract with program, p. 63). 



 17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A new Benedenia sp. (adult & larva; not to same scale), Benedenia beverleyburtonae, featured in 
Whittington & Deveney (2011): Journal of Parasitology 97: 1026–1034 

 
Generalised life-cycle of Monogenea, ectoparasitic flatworms 

principally of the skin and gills of fishes 
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OTHER WEB PRESENCES:          
 
The South Australian Museum 
 
The University of Adelaide 
 
Expert Guide 
 
Google Scholar 
 
ResearcherID  
 
 
Via collaborators: 
 
‘Fish Parasitologist of the Month’ on David Gibson’s Home-Page (hosted by Dr David 
Gibson, Natural History Museum, UK): 
http://www.diplectanum.dsl.pipex.com/fish/ 
 
Hexabothriidae Database (developed with Prof. Marcus Domingues, Universidade 
Federal do Pará, Brazil and Prof. Fernando Marques, Universidade de São Paulo, Brazil): 
http://www.ib.usp.br/~mvdomingues/hexa/ 
 
Marine Parasites (hosted by Dr Kate Hutson, James Cook University, Townsville): 
http://www.marineparasites.com/index.html 
 
MonoDB (a web-host for the Monogenea; hosted by Dr Andy Shinn, University of Stirling, 
Scotland): http://www.monodb.org/contacts.php 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Light microscope polarised images of the haptor and sclerites of the monogenean ectoparasite, 
Neoentobdella natans, from the skin of a stingray. 
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