Quality assurance in detecting and preventing plagiarism:
A mainstream educative strategy

Abstract
Ursula McGowan University plagiarism policies aimed at the assurance of academic
Deputy Director, Learning and Teaching Development Unit. integrity provide for increased vigilance and disciplinary procedures to
The University of Adelaide. September 2004 deal with transgressions. Many also issue directives to teaching staff

to ensure that students are adequately informed about the meaning
of plagiarism and its consequences, and methods of citing within the
particular referencing system in use. However, the experience of academic
advising has indicated that receiving such information is insufficient for
numbers of students who, for a variety of reasons, inadvertently lapse
into plagiarism. A simple and not excessively time-consuming strategy is
proposed for academics to ensure that students have the opportunity
Plagiarism as cheating to learn not only what they are required to do, but also how to do it.

The strategy involves the induction of students, within the core curriculum,
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