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2007 Honours Scholarships

Climate change impacts on biodiversity
The Australian Greenhouse Office, in the Department of the Environment and Heritage (AGO) is offering a number of scholarships valued at up to $10,000, to students enrolled in Honours Programmes in Australian Universities in 2007, to undertake research into the impacts of climate change on Australia’s biodiversity.

Background
Current global species extinction rates are estimated to be 100 to 1000 times greater than background levels. Until now, the dominant cause of species extinction has been landscape change resulting in habitat loss, fragmentation and degradation. However, over the next century, human-induced climate change may result in further large-scale, global biodiversity loss. Australia has significant vulnerability to the changes in climate projected over the next 100 years and Australia’s natural resources and biodiversity are likely to be strongly affected by climate change. Scientific evidence is mounting that many global-warming induced changes to species phenology, population dynamics and survival, habitats, extinction rates, distribution of invasive species and other threatening processes, and ecosystem structure and composition are already occurring in parts of Australia, consistent with warming trends over the last century.
Strategic assessment and honours scholarships
The AGO is managing a strategic assessment of the vulnerability of Australia’s biodiversity to climate change under the auspices of the Natural Resource Management Ministerial Council. This high level assessment will contribute to setting national priorities for research, monitoring and adaptation strategies to mitigate the impacts of climate change on biodiversity.

The assessment will be managed by a small committee of experts, who will draw on all available information about climate change and biodiversity, and also commission additional work to fill gaps.

The honours scholarships offered under the strategic vulnerability assessment of biodiversity will enable capable honours students, under supervision from established researchers, to contribute to the assessment by filling knowledge gaps. The suite of research projects will use and assess a range of methods for estimating current and predicting future climate change impacts on biodiversity, for key vulnerable ecosystems and communities and species that occur within those ecosystems.  Systems of interest may include the eucalypt woodlands of south-eastern Australia; the semi-arid/rangelands of Queensland and the Northern Territory; the coastal heaths of south-western Western Australia; the tropical rainforests of north Queensland; aquatic environments; coral reefs and other marine ecosystems, and the alpine environments of Victoria and New South Wales.  The interaction between climate change and other threats to biodiversity can also be considered.  Individual projects are expected to focus on one or more species, communities or ecosystems, and to use one or more method of analysis. 

Value of scholarship

Up to 8 scholarships valued at up to $10,000 per scholarship

Open to
Students enrolled in Honours programmes in the 2007 calendar year in Ecology, Environmental Science, Marine Science, Natural Resource Management, Biology/Zoology or similar degree programmes in Australian universities are eligible to apply.

Aim of the scholarship
To assist students enrolled in an Honours programme in the 2007 calendar year to undertake substantive research on the impacts of climate change on Australia’s biodiversity.

The grants can be used for:

· field work expenses;

· the costs of modelling or laboratory time;

· to purchase data;

· to purchase additional support to undertake the work;

Selection Criteria

· Students must be enrolled or eligible for enrolment in 2007 in the calendar year in an Honours programme in Ecology, Environmental Science, Natural Resource Management, Biology/Zoology, Marine Science or similar degree programmes in the relevant School or Faculty at their university.

· Students must have the support/endorsement of an academic(s) who will supervise/co-supervise the honours project within the school or faculty they are enrolled within. (Endorsements from external supervisors can also be provided.)

· The proposed project fills an important gap in our knowledge of how climate change is likely to affect Australia’s biodiversity.

· The proposed project has a sound methodology, however investigations of  new methodologies are eligible 

· The capacity of the student and academic supervisor(s) to successfully complete the project.

Selection Process

An independent expert panel comprising leading researchers in biodiversity will assess all Honours scholarship proposals and provide recommendations to the Australian Greenhouse Office. Successful and unsuccessful students will be advised in mid February 2007 of the results of this assessment. Funds will be made as a single payment to students’ host university.  
Some proposals may require additional development to meet the objectives of the national assessment – successful students and their supervisors must be prepared to negotiate modifications of their proposal.  The Australian Greenhouse Office reserves the right to withdraw the offer of funding should these negotiations prove unsatisfactory.
Application details
There is no formal application form for this scholarship, but students must provide the following information, in order for their application to be assessed:

· Full name and contact details (name, address*, phone number* (mobile and land line), email address*) (* provide term-time and holiday contact details).

· Academic record in undergraduate studies.

· Evidence that you are either enrolled in an Honours programme in 2007 or you have been accepted into an Honours programme in 2007 in an Australian university.

· A letter of endorsement/support from an academic from the school or faculty you enrolled within who will supervise/co-supervise the honours project. This letter should include their support for your proposal, budget and also acknowledgement of the other support (financial and in-kind that is being provided for this honours project).

· A 2-3 page proposal outlining the scope of the project, the research questions, methods and how the research will add to our understanding of climate change impacts on biodiversity and our capacity to adapt to these impacts

· An indicative budget for the honours proposal (can include fieldwork costs, modelling costs – whatever will ensure the project will be completed).

· Provision of any other information on financial or in-kind support which is being provided by your home university and/or any another organisation who is associated with this project (i.e. provision of data, accommodation, loan of field work equipment).

There may be scope for giving consideration to applications from students who are meritorious (have a good academic history from within an appropriate University school or faculty and are eligible for enrolment in an Honours programme in the 2007 calendar year) who are still to scope out their proposal and budget, but have the support of an academic supervisor.

Applications close

February 2 2007

Submission of Applications

Please submit an application, by mail or email, addressing the above application details, to:

Mail:   Dr John Higgins


Director


Science and Adaptation Team


Australian Greenhouse Office


The Department of the Environment and Heritage 


GPO Box 787


Canberra ACT, 2603

Email: adaptation_projects@deh.gov.au

Contact
For further information please contact: Anna van Dugteren, ph: (02) 6274 1119 or email adaptation_projects@deh.gov.au.

Canberra ACT 2601  Ph 02 6274 1119 Fax 02 6274 1326
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