Environmental Futures Network

Early Career Researcher Support Program 

Funding for Round 5
(January - June 2008)
Call for Applications

Applications are now called for Round 5 funding to support early career researchers for activities themed around the Environmental Futures Network. Announcement of successful proposals by the Research Committee is expected in the week of 17th December 2007.  Note that applications for activities scheduled in January and February 2008 will be assessed on a case by case basis and applicants notified as soon as possible
Eligibility

Under this scheme, an Early Career Researcher is defined as someone who is enrolled for a research higher degree, or is less than 5 years post PhD, i.e. they were awarded their PhD in 2003 or later.  Note that applicants MUST be from an EFN participating organisation (see attached list).
Activities Supported Under This Scheme

The following activities will be supported:

· Visits to research laboratories in Australia or overseas to learn new techniques, broaden their research perspectives, and/or collaborate with Network member and other partners on projects that will directly contribute to the applicant’s research, generally contribute to furthering their careers, and make a contribution to research covered by the Network.

· Attend training courses or workshops in Australia or overseas that will directly contribute to broadening the applicant’s research perspectives, generally contribute to furthering their careers, and make a contribution to research covered by the Network.

· Organising a training workshop in Australia for other ECRs and postgraduates in a specific area.  Under this activity, consideration will be given to funding experts from Australia or overseas that will be involved in the workshop. Applicants for this activity are advised to discuss their proposal prior to submission with Professor Andy Austin (andy.austin@adelaide.edu.au), the convenor of the Network ECR Support Program.

· Any other proposal that can be interpreted as broadening the research experience of an ECR in a manner that is compatible with the goals of the EFN.

Activities NOT Supported Under This Scheme

The following activities will NOT be supported:

· Conference attendance in Australia or overseas as the primary aim of the application. In some cases, piggy-backing conference attendance on a research visit may be acceptable. However, conference fees and living expenses during a conference will not be funded.

· Direct research costs or fieldwork of any type.

Completing the Application Form

In completing the application form, please take note of the following points:

· Indicate why you are applying for funds for this activity from the Network, i.e. why is it not being supported through your current fellowship, institution or other funding source.

· In outlining the relevance of the activity to your research, also explain how it will help further/broaden your career in general terms, particularly in developing multidisciplinary approaches to research. 

· Where a host institution is involved, please supply a letter of support from the Head of the Unit you will be visiting stating that your visit has their support (an email message will suffice here)

· If you are considering organising a training workshop of some type, outline the venue and number of people who are likely to be interested in attending.  Also give consideration to charging partial fees for attendees from outside the Network to defray the cost of bringing people in from overseas, etc.

Note: for training workshops, funding for travel and accommodation, etc can only be used for participants from EFN participating organisations (see attached list); other people may be invited to a workshop but at their own expense.
Conditions of the Grant

· Funding must be expended during the period January-June 2008
· The maximum funding available will depend on the activity proposed: 

Up to $750 for research visits/training courses in Australia

Up to $1500 for research visits/training courses overseas

Up to $15,000 for organising and running a training workshop in Australia.

· A final report must be submitted within 3 months of the successful completion of the activity, and sent to the Network Executive Committee (via Maria Lekis – see below).

Application Forms and Dues Date

The application form is available from the web site or from Maria Lekis (maria.lekis@adelaide.edu.au)

Applications for round 5 of funding close on Friday 30th November 2007 and should be emailed to maria.lekis@adelaide.edu.au.

About this Network

More information on the scope of the Environmental Futures Network can be found on the web site: http://www.adelaide.edu.au/efn/
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