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Pathways to PhD Entry via a 
Coursework Masters 

With the substantial increase in enrolments in coursework 
masters and with a growing number of applicants seeking PhD 
entry and scholarships in Australia with qualifications other than 
Honours the project being reported examines the extent to which 
a coursework masters provides an effective, supportable entry to 
a research program in Australia. 
 
Coursework masters programs generally do not purport to be 
preparation for entry to a research degree, in fact most 
coursework masters graduates continue in professional 
employment with no specific thought of a research degree. 
However, the evidence suggests that some students are using 
their coursework masters results as a form of PhD entry and the 
recent review of the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF, 
2010) positions coursework masters as level 9, the same level as 
a research masters. 
 

The seminar will outline some of the early findings of the 
project. 
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