PC2 Laboratory Rules of Conduct

1. Ensure all laboratory doors are closed whilst the PC2 laboratory is in operation. 
2. No smoking, eating or drinking in the laboratory.

3. Food, drink, eating utensils or cosmetics must not be stored in the laboratory or in fridges, freezers or cool rooms.

4. No mouth pipetting – use pipetting devices.

5. A laboratory gown/coat must be worn at all times.

6. Closed shoes must be worn. 
7. Safety glasses must be worn when required.

8. Latex gloves must be worn when required and removed when moving to common areas or non-hazardous tasks e.g. using light switches or computers.

9. Long hair must be tied back.

10. Before commencing work, identify the hazards and follow Safe Operating Procedures (SOPs).

11. Chemicals can be highly hazardous – know the hazards (read Material Safety Data Sheets [MSDSs]), use SOPs to handle chemicals, store and dispose of waste appropriately.

12. Identify emergency exits, locations of fire extinguishers, first aid and chemical spill kits, as well as the locations of the emergency shower and eye wash station, emergency stop switches for power and gases.

13. Do not operate hazardous equipment (including autoclaves, centrifuges, laminar flow cabinet, electrophoresis power supply) unless you have been trained and declared competent in its safe use by your supervisor/facility manager.

14. Use care with open flames and flammables.

15. Clearly label all containers in use – include your name, the date and contents of container.

16. Maintain a clean and tidy work environment – wash your used glassware and return it to its correct storage area promptly.

17. Wipe the bench with appropriate disinfectant (eg. 70% Ethanol) and paper towel before commencing and at the conclusion of your work.

18. Clean up spilt microbial cultures with disinfectant and a paper towel.

19. Dispose of waste appropriately – not in sink or bin – all microbial cultures should be autoclaved before disposal. Petri dish cultures may be accumulated in the designated biohazard bag before autoclaving.

20. Report all accidents, both personal and/or involving experimental materials, to the person in charge.

21. Contaminated pipettes should be placed in the jar of disinfectant provided and micropipette tips autoclaved before disposal.

22. Dispose of glass in designated bin.

23. Hang your gown on the hooks provided before leaving the laboratory.

24. Wash your hands before leaving the laboratory.

25. Ensure doors are locked when leaving the laboratory.
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