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JOINT OWNERSHIP AGREEMENT 
 

THIS AGREEMENT is made the   day of      20 

BETWEEN: 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE      (“the University”) 

of the one part 

and 

 

…………………………………………………………………………….  (“the Organisation”) 

of the other part. 
 
WHEREAS: 
 
A. The University has a policy requiring students who desire to participate in a research project which may 

have commercial implications (“Project”) to sign a Student Project Participation Agreement as may be 
required by the University from time to time, assigning the student’s interest in intellectual property 
arising from the Project, to the University. 

 
B. The student whose name appears in the Schedule herein (“Student”) has applied or intends to apply for 

enrolment in a higher degree at the University, and has requested permission to undertake research in 
the Project described in the Schedule. 

 
C. The Student is either an employee of the Organisation, or is financially sponsored by the Organisation, 

and by arrangement between the Organisation and the Student, the Organisation wishes to claim 
ownership of intellectual property generated by the Student in the course of the Project. 

 
D. The University and the Organisation wish to enter this agreement to regulate in principle the procedures 

to be followed for determination of ownership rights and management of intellectual property which may 
result from or be created in the course of the Project (“Project Intellectual Property”) whilst the Student is 
an employee of  the Organisation. 

 
 
THE PARTIES AGREE as follows: 
 
1. It is acknowledged that the creative inputs of persons within and outside the University may contribute to 

the Project Intellectual Property, in particular it is envisaged that the Student, the Student’s University 
supervisor, other students and other personnel of the University or the Organisation, may provide 
creative input to the Project. 

 
2. If the Project falls within the ambit of or is subject to a pre-existing collaborative or pre-existing 

commercial agreement between the University and third parties (including but not limited to projects 
under the Cooperative Research Centre’s Program) it is acknowledged that this agreement shall apply 
only insofar as it is not inconsistent with the terms of such pre-existing collaborations or agreements. 

 
3. Subject to clause 2, Project Intellectual Property shall be co-owned, from the date of its creation, by the 

University and the Organisation, in equal shares. 
 
4. The copyright in any thesis authored by the Student in the course of undertaking the higher degree shall 

vest in the Student. 
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5. Subject to clause 2, the parties and their related bodies corporate shall be entitled to use for internal non-
commercial purposes the Project Intellectual Property provided that the originality of research as required 
by course regulations is not prejudiced. 

 
6. The ownership of intellectual property which exists prior to the commencement of the Project (“Pre-

existing Intellectual Property”) shall not be altered or transferred merely by virtue of its use in the Project, 
and should be identified prior to the commencement of the Project. 

 
7. The parties shall take such steps as may be required to protect Project Intellectual Property, including 

keeping the Project Intellectual Property confidential and delaying publication if publication is likely to 
prejudice subsequent intellectual property protection or commercialisation, provided that publication shall 
not be delayed beyond the period provided for in the research degree regulations of the University, or 12 
months whichever is the earlier unless a longer period is negotiated with the Student. 

 
8. The parties shall meet as soon as possible after creation of Project Intellectual Property to determine the 

most appropriate method of commercialisation, and responsibility for Project Intellectual Property 
protection and commercialisation. 

 
9. The Organisation shall be responsible for its own internal arrangements with respect to its employees 

and for identification and protection of its Pre-existing Intellectual Property for the purposes of the 
Project.  This Agreement shall not render the University liable for any matters arising in connection with 
such intellectual property except in the case where an agreement in writing has been made between the 
University and the Organisation. 

 
10. This Agreement shall not render the University liable or under any obligation for any matters arising in 

connection with such intellectual property except in the case where an agreement in writing has been 
made between the University and the Organisation. 

 
11. This Agreement will be governed by and construed according to the laws in effect in the jurisdiction of 

South Australia. 
 
12. If either party fails to insist on compliance with a particular clause at any particular time or period, it does 

not mean that compliance is permanently waived. 
 
13. This Agreement may only be varied in writing and by agreement between the parties. 
 
14. Neither party may assign, transfer or dispose of any of its rights or obligations under this Agreement 

without the prior written consent of the other party, which shall not be unreasonably withheld.  Without 
limiting the foregoing this Agreement will ensure to the benefit of and be legally binding on the parties 
and their permitted assigns but not to any other persons. 

 
15. The clauses which are capable of having effect after this Agreement is terminated will continue to have 

effect after termination, however that occurs. 
 
16.   If any clause or part of a clause is held to be invalid, unenforceable or illegal for any reason, this 

Agreement will continue to have effect apart from that clause or part of that clause which shall be 
deemed deleted.  
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THE SCHEDULE 
 
The Student:  
 
 
The Project:  
 
 
 
 
 
EXECUTED BY THE INSTITUTIONS AS A STUDENT AGREEMENT 
 
 
SIGNED on behalf of  
THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE  ……………………………………………… 
  
 
 [Name: ] 
 [Position:  Pro Vice-Chancellor Research Operations 
   ] 
 [Date ] 
 
 
in the presence of: ……………………………………………… 
 Witness signature 
 
 
 [Name: ] 
 [Position: ] 
 
   
 
 
SIGNED on behalf of  
(the Organisation)  
  ……………………………………………  
  
 [Name: ] 
 [Position: ] 
 [Date: ] 
 
 
in the presence of: ……………………………………………… 
   Witness signature 
 
 
 [Name: ] 
 [Position: ] 
 

 


