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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY/STUDENT PROJECT PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT (SPPA) QUESTIONNAIRE 
TO BE LODGED WITH THE ENROLMENT FORM 

 
The University Intellectual Property (IP) Policy is available on the web at: https://www.adelaide.edu.au/policies/1263/.  To assist in 
alleviating concerns of staff and students regarding IP issues we have compiled a scenarios document to illustrate how the policies 
and procedures outlined in the IP policy will operate in practice.  Supervisors are requested to consult this document to ascertain 
whether the student is required to sign a Student Project Participation Agreement (SPPA).  The ‘IP and SPPA Scenarios’ document 
is available on the Graduate Centre website at: http://www.adelaide.edu.au/graduatecentre/forms/ip_sppa_scenarios.pdf. 
  
Students are not employees of the University and in the absence of a contract or agreement the student owns IP developed as a 
result of his/her project.  These results are often however the product of complex interaction between third parties, the 
supervisor(s), the student and other student(s) as part of a research team 
 
In order to protect the rights of any participant who is engaged in research with the University or who sponsors University research, 
the University requires that higher degree students, engaged in the research and whose research outcomes have potential 
commercial value, assign to the University their intellectual property rights arising from that research by signing the Student Project 
Participation Agreement (SPPA).  This ensures that students who sign an SPPA share in any benefit in the same way, as a 
University staff member.  
 
If a student is to participate in a research project that involves a third party partner (e.g. a CRC, DSTO, CSIRO, IMVS, another 
University, industry party or a hospital etc) in any capacity the student cannot embark on any research project until and unless the 
student has signed an SPPA.  This is because the student will own his/her IP resulting from the research project unless the student 
has assigned such IP to the University.  The University, however, may have agreed to contractual obligations with the third party 
partner relating to intellectual property which it may not be able to comply with if the student has not signed an SPPA.  This would 
put the University in breach of contract and result in potential liability to the third party. 
 
Certain third party partners such as CSIRO/IMVS/MedVet/CRC’s have their own student agreements. The University however, 
takes the view that as the student is enrolled in the University of Adelaide the student in the first instance is to sign an agreement 
(i.e. an SPPA) with the University.  The University will then commence negotiation with the third party partner.  In some instances 
the University, the student and the third party may develop and sign a Joint Ownership Agreement addressing pertinent IP issues.  
A sample of the Joint Ownership agreement is available at: http://www.adelaide.edu.au/graduatecentre/forms/ip_joa.pdf. 
 
Supervisors should also be aware that a sponsor (funding body) might also have specific requirements with respect to the 
presenting and the publishing of data/results of funded research.  Clause 7 of the SPPA states that students must obtain written 
clearance from the University to present or publish confidential information or confidential material. Students and supervisors 
should contact Research Branch regarding the clearance. 
 
The following questionnaire has been designed to assist supervisors in determining whether a student is required to 
assign intellectual property to the University.  Should the answer to any of the following questions be ‘YES” the University 
requires the student to sign the SPPA which is available at: http://www.adelaide.edu.au/graduatecentre/forms/ip_sppa.pdf.  
Supervisors should also be aware of the provisions relating to Intellectual Property contained in the Research Student 
Handbook available on the web at: http://www.adelaide.edu.au/graduatecentre/handbook/index.html 
 
SPPAs completed in triplicate should be forwarded to the Graduate Centre with the student’s enrolment form.  The Enrolment will 
not be actioned without this questionnaire and SPPA (if required). 
 
Supervisors may discuss SPPAs and any intellectual property issues with solicitors at Adelaide Research & Innovation Pty Ltd. 

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/policies/1263/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/graduatecentre/forms/ip_sppa_scenarios.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/graduatecentre/forms/ip_joa.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/graduatecentre/forms/ip_sppa.pdf
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY/STUDENT PROJECT PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT (SPPA) QUESTIONNAIRE 

TO BE LODGED WITH THE ENROLMENT FORM 
 
 Student Name:   __________________________________________________ 
 

 
ID No:   ______________________________ 
 

Discipline: _____________________________________________________    Program: _____________________________ 
 
 

 Delete as 
applicable 

Organisation Contact Details 
Person/Address/E-mail/Phone/Fax 

1.  Funding or collaboration with others? 
Does the project which the student will work on: 

• receive funding support from another organisation (other than ARC, 
NHMRC);  

• involve collaboration with another organisation; or  
• is otherwise subject to an agreement with another organisation in 

relation to ownership, use, publication or commercialisation of the 
research results? 

Other organisations include (but are not limited to) organisations such as CRC, 
CSIRO, DSTO, IMVS/Hanson Institute, an R&DC (ie GRDC, AWI, SAGIT, 
MLA), RAH/WCH/QEH or any other commercial entity. 
 

YES/NO  

2.  Intellectual Property with commercial potential? 
Is the student’s project likely to:  

• further develop staff research with potential commercial value? 
• Create new intellectual property, which has the potential for further 

continued commercial development? 
 

YES/NO  

3.  Is the student employed by any external organisation? If ‘YES’ please 
provide the name of the organisation. (The university will require clarification 
regarding the ownership of intellectual property developed by the student and in 
some instances execution of a separate agreement with the employer.)  
 

YES/NO  

 
N.B. Should the answer to Questions 1 or 2 be ‘YES’ the University requires the student to sign the SPPA before the 
enrolment will be processed. 
 
If the answer to Question 3 is ‘YES’ then the requirement for the student to enter into an SPPA will require further 
investigation and will depend on an assessment of the circumstances applying in each case. (The enrolment will be 
processed but the Principal Supervisor/Head of School or Discipline/Postgraduate Coordinator will be required to discuss the 
situation with legal adviser(s) at Adelaide Research & Innovation Pty Ltd.  The Graduate Centre will require written/electronic 
advice from ARI as to whether an SPPA, other agreement and/or embargo on the thesis is required.) 
 

CERTIFICATION  
Delete a),   b)   or   c)   as applicable: 
 
a)  As the answer to Q1 or Q2 is ‘YES’ an SPPA (in triplicate) is attached as required. 
 
b)  None of the above scenarios relate to this student and an SPPA is not required. 
 
c)  Although the answer(s) to Q 3 is ‘Yes’ I have discussed/will discuss the individual circumstances with legal adviser(s) at 

Adelaide Research & Innovation Pty Ltd.  I am aware that ARI will notify the Graduate Centre as to whether an SPPA, other 
agreement and/or embargo on the thesis is required and will undertake any action requested to facilitate this process. 

 

 

_____________________________________________________             __________________________________   __________________________ 

 Name of Principal Supervisor/Head of School or Discipline/PGC Signature Date 


