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Developmental Origins
of Human Capabilities
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Figure 1: ‘Sensitive periods’ in early brain development.
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Source: Graph developed by the Council for Early Child Development (Nash 1997; Early Years Study
1999; Shonkoff 2000) http://www.councilecd.ca



Disparities in academic achievement are evident early and remain through primary school
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Population health approaches to support
the substrates of “human capability” formation
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Why South Australia?

Robust political commitment to maternal and early childhood services

Robust Community-based and Clinical Service Provision

* Pregnancy and antenatal services

* Universal and targetted postnatal services offered by CYWHS through CaFHS
* Integrated ECD services provided by Children’s Centres and DECS

* Child protection services provided by DFC

Robust Research Capacity

* Pregnancy and healthy start to life research through the Robinson Institute

* Development of new therapeutic and preventative health strategies at WCHRI
* Strong ECD partnerships with Research and Evaluation Unit at CYWHS

e AEDI and school achievement research at DECS
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Why South Australia?

Robust political commitment to maternal and early childhood services

Robust Capacity in Community-based and Clinical Service Provision

* Pregnancy and antenatal services

* Universal and targetted postnatal services offered by CaFHS

* Integrated ECD services provided through Children’s Centres

Robust Capacity for Research

* Pregnancy and antenatal research through the Robinson Institute

* Strong partnerships with Research and Evaluation Unit at CYWHS around FHV
* Development of new therapeutic and preventative health strategies at WCHRI
* AEDI and human capital research at DECS

* ECD research projects using routinely linked data from SA Health, Births,
Deaths and Marriages, AEDI (DEEWR) and NAPLAN (DECS).



