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……Adventures of a former academic in the private sector!!

Leanna Read, CEO, TGR BioSciences Pty Ltd

Riding the biotechnology 

roller coaster!!
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Assay Kits

 Most major pharma & 

biotech companies are 

now buying SureFire®

assay kits

 45 kits on market now

 80 kits on market by Dec 2010

 Over 50% annual growth in sales

 Retail sales forecast to grow to 

over $20M pa by 2012
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Toby Freedman:  “Career Opportunities in 

Biotechnology and Drug Development” (2008)  

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press, NY, USA

ISBN 978-0-87969-725-9
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Not years of extra full time study

….mostly about learning on the job
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Not about the money!!
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What’s different about a career in 

a biotech company vs academia?
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It’s OK to make 

money from 

science

It is not an altruistic environment!
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“Some scientists, even 

within Cochlear itself, 

thought it was immoral 

to make money out of 

deaf people”

…. Graeme Clark

Graeme Clark



TGR BioSciences PTY LTD

from biology to business

10

It’s not over till the product’s on the market

Be driven by putting science into practice
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If you snooze 
you lose!
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An early death is a good one!

Be comfortable to change directions
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It is team success that counts!
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So many bosses!
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How do you take the first steps?

 Concentrate on good research, publications

 Collaborate with industry on a research project

 Learn project management

 Networking events

 Researcher in business program

(www.enterpriseconnect.gov.au)
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THANK 

YOU!

That’s my advice 

as someone who 

swapped the 

lab coat for the 

dark suit!


