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BEST START

Birth

What are key messages for 

childrenõs literacy at home?

Vision that ôall children have 
the best start in life to create a 
better future for themselves 
and for the nation. õ 

(COAG, 2009,        

Investing in the Early Years - A National Early Childhood 
Development Strategy, p. 13)



BEING AT HOME WITH CHILDRENôS LITERACY

Birth

Literacy belongs in 

context

Recognising various 

forms and functions  that 

literacy (including 

childrenôs literacy) takes

Interactions and 

engagement are part and 

parcel of literacy learning



An Early Years 
Learning 
Framework for 
Australia 

(DEEWR, 2009)







Literacy in 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ,ÉÖÅÓ



Involvement of the Child

0 What resonates, what connects?

0 Motivation and engagement (Bennett, 2010)

0 Engaging texts

0ΏChildren learn to read but there must be no 
full stop. Learn to read what?ΐ

(Tucker, 1980, pp. 28 -29)

0John and model aeroplanes





Look, my gloves are dirty!

Oh well, thatôs what 

happens when you 

garden. Thatôs OK - the 

dirt will come out in the 

wash!.

Weôll take photos of the 

petunias and send 

them to you in our 

letters.

I have lettuce in my 

garden. And cucumbers 

too.

[Picking up the 
watering can] Letôs 
fill it up.

OK. 

[Now we need to dig some holes.
Where?
Letôs see. How about we start here. 
Whereôs your spade?

Here it is.
[starts digging] Itôs hard.
Yeah, the dirtôs dry. Letôs wet it a 

little.

We have to rake the soil 

over.

Good idea, E. (E. picks up 

rake and smoothsthe soil 

around the newly planted 

petunia. She then pats it 

with her hands.

[Later watering the pots] 

These plants are called Sweet 

Alice.

Like óAlice in Wonderlandô

Yeah!

Do you have that book?

Sure do, I loved that story as a 

little girl.

Why do you have little kidsô books 

now?





A: [reading] and got back in time foré?

C: Tea! [self corrects] Um, bed. 

A: [pointing to ódinnerô] Whatôs another word for tea?

C: Umé

A: Look at that first letter [pointing to ódô in ódinnerô and covering 

óinnerô]. 

C: Umé [sounding out] /d/.  /d/.

A: What meal do you have at night time?

C: Dinner.

A: Ok, óDinnerô. Thatôs another word for óteaô, isnôt it?

C: [Nodding] Rosie has to shut that door [pointing to the door of 

the hen house in the book] and she had better pull up that there 

[pointing to the ramp leading up to the hen house] or else the 

fox will get her.

Colin, 5 years



A: Why do you think so?

C: óCause thatôs what foxes do, chase hens.

A: Like in this book?

C: Yeah and like in, um, óThe Fox and the Little Red Henô. The 

teacher had that story for us and the fox went after the, um, hen 

and got her!

A: What happened to the hen?

C: Um, well, she got some stones, and there was a big bag, 

and she, um, tricked the fox, and then she got away.

A: So the hen was safe?

C: Yeah!

A: So, do you think Rosie will be safe?

C: [Shaking his head] The foxôllprobably get her, ôcause thatôs 

the same fox and thatôs what the fox always does! 



A: Look at that first letter [pointing to ódô in ódinnerô and covering óinnerô]. 

C: Umé [sounding out] /d/.  /d/.

A: What meal do you have at night time?

C: Dinner.

A: Ok, óDinnerô. Thatôs another word for óteaô, isnôt it?

C: [Nodding] Rosie has to shut that door [pointing to the door of the hen house in 

the book] and she had better pull up that there [pointing to the ramp leading up to the 
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C: óCause thatôs what foxes do, they chase hens.

A: Like in this book?

C: Yeah and like in, um, óThe Fox and the Little Red Henô. The teacher had that 

story for us and the fox went after the, um, hen and got her!
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C: Um, well, she got some stones, and there was a big bag, and she, um, tricked 

the fox, and then she got away.

A: So the hen was safe?

C: Yeah!

A: So, do you think Rosie will be safe?

C: [Shaking his head] The foxôllprobably get her, ôcause thatôs the same fox and 

thatôs what the fox always does! 




