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“The real choice is between accidental or
random reproduction and rationally willed or
chosen reproduction ... laboratory
reproduction is radically human compared to
conception by ordinary heterosexual
Intercourse. It is willed, chosen, purposed
and controlled, and surely those are among
the traits that distinguish Homo sapiens from
others in the animal genus, from the primates

on down.”
“Old Joe” Fletcher



At one stage despondency about the technique persuaded
the team to try for fertilization of a human egg and sperm
cell, and embryo growth, in the sheep. After collecting a
mature egg from a patient, we placed it and sperm cells
from her husband in the sheep oviduct (the animal
equivalent of the fallopian tube). But whereas the sperm
cells survived in this environment, we were unable to find
any trace of the egg. In some ways we were relieved at the
failure of this experiment as it may have been difficult to
convince the community that the sheep was an appropriate
place for human fertilization and early human
development. [Emphasis added]

Professor Carl Wood and Ann Westmore, Test-Tube Conception, Melbourne, Hill of Content Publishing
Company, 1983, 48
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Transfer unaffected embryos to the patient
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THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS

THE risk of defects among IVF
babies have come to light in a
number of medical studies.

U.S. research involving nearly
20,000 births published this year
showed such babies were twice as
likely to have heart defects and
four and a half times as suscepti-
ble to digestive tract disorders.

The study, by the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion in Atlanta, also showed the
infants had 3.7 times the risk of

bowel disorders and four times
more likely to have a cleft lip.

In 2002, a survey of births in
Western Australia showed a two-
fold increase in the risk of major
birth defects.

A study in 2004 revealed a 29
per cent increase in cases of
major birth defects.

And a 30 per cent increase in
the risk of major birth defects
came to light in research in 2007.






