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Upcoming Eventsé 

¶ 19-22 April 

The 13th Annual Congress of 
the Perinatal Society of Austra-
lia and New Zealand (PSANZ) 
on óa top end experience: better 
birthing, better babiesô will be 

held in Darwin, Australia. 

¶ 5-9 June 

The 29th Annual Meeting of the 
American Society of Reproduc-
tive Immunology will be held in 

Orlando, Florida. 

¶ 6-11 June 

The Annual Meeting of SLEEP 
2009 will be held in Seattle, 

Washington. 

¶ 10-13 June 

The Annual Meeting of the En-
docrine Society ENDO 2009 will 

be held in Washington, DC. 

¶ 16-19 June 

The Network in Genes and 
Environment in Development 
(NGED) forum will be held in 

Palm Cove, North Queensland. 

¶ 28 June-1 July 

The 25th annual European 
Society of Human Reproduction 
and Embryology (ESHRE) 
meeting will be held in Amster-

dam, The Netherlands. 

 

Further information at  

www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/events 

 

Newsletter 

HDA Scholars 2009 
HDA and Channel 7 Childrenôs Research Foundation have awarded seven PhD top-up Scholarships.  
 
 

Ms Lisa Akison - Research Centre for Reproductive Health, The Robinson Institute, University of 
Adelaide.  
Primary supervisor - Dr Rebecca Robker. Co-supervisors - Prof Richard Ivell / Prof Rob Norman. 
Investigating molecular mechanisms regulating ovulation 
 
Long Nguyen - School of Pharmacy and Medical Sciences, University of South Australia. 
Primary supervisor - A/Prof Cory Xian. Co-supervisors - Dr Beverly Muhlhausler / Dr Tetyana 
Shandala. 
Investigating effects and potential mechanisms of early nutritional intervention on bone growth, 
bone mass accumulation, and bone structure 
 
Zhi Yi Ong - School of Pharmacy and Medical Sciences, University of South Australia. 
Primary supervisor - Dr Beverly Muhlhausler. Co-supervisor - Prof Caroline McMillen. 
Determining whether being exposed to maternal junk food diet during fetal life leads to altered 
development of the central reward pathway 
 
Luca Prisciandaro - Discipline of Agricultural and Animal Science, University of Adelaide. 
Primary supervisor - A/Prof Gordon Howarth. Co-supervisors - Dr Mark Geier (SARDI) / Dr Adrian 
Cummins (QEH) / A/Prof Ross Butler (WCH). 
Identifying probiotic supernatants efficacious in mucositis 
 
Ms Natasha Schranz - Nutritional Physiology Research Centre, University of South Australia.  
Primary supervisors - Dr Grant Tomkinson and A/Prof Tim Olds. Co-supervisor - Dr Natalie Sinn. 
The effectiveness of a resistance training intervention targeted at overweight and obese adoles-
cent boys in relation to physical and psychological outcomes measures 
 
Mrs Georgie Crichton - Nutritional Physiology Research Centre, University of South Australia.  
Primary supervisor - Dr Karen Murphy. Co-supervisor - Dr Janet Bryan. 
Investigating the effects of low fat dairy consumption on cognitive functioning, psychological well-
being, and cardiometabolic health 
 
Ms Dorota Zarnowiecki - Division of Health Sciences, University of South Australia.  
Primary supervisor - Dr Jim Dollman. Co-supervisor - Dr Natalie Sinn. 
Exploring resilience in relation to dietary behaviours among children from neighbourhoods of low 
socioeconomic position 
 
 

The HDA Scholars will be officially welcomed at a Welcome Function and introduction to HDA 
on 16 April, 4.45-6.30pm. HDA members are invited to attend and meet the new Scholars and 

enjoy some food and drink. If you would like to attend and for further details contact 
anne.jurisevic@adelaide.edu.au 
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THE  ROBINSON  INSTITUTE  
OFFICIAL  LAUNCH  

The official launch of the Robinson Institute was recently 
held on 11 March and attended by over 200 staff, students 
and affiliates. 
 

The University of Adelaide launched a new research institute 
focussing on reproductive health, intergenerational health and 
new stem cell research that will tackle some of the big issues of 
prevention of illness for individuals and their offspring through 
lifestyle choices. 
 

Named after renowned obstetrician Prof Jeffrey Robinson CBE, 
Emeritus Professor at the University of Adelaide, the Robinson 
Institute will encompass the University's Research Centre for 
Reproductive Health, the Centre for Stem Cell Research and the 
Centre for Early Origins of Health and Disease in a collaborative 
venture with Adelaide hospitals Lyell McEwin, Women's and Chil-
dren's, Royal Adelaide and The Queen Elizabeth as well as 
IMVS/Hanson Institute. 

The Robinson Institute is led by reproductive medicine ex-
pert and HDA Co-Convenor Professor Robert Norman and 
involves more than 200 research staff and students with exper-
tise ranging from epidemiology through to molecular biology and 
genetics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R: Prof Rob Norman, Vice Chancellor & President of University 
of Adelaide Prof James McWha, the Hon. John Hill Minister for 
Health, Keynote Speaker Prof Roger Short from University of Mel-
bourne, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) Prof Mike Brooks and 
Prof Jeffrey Robinson. 

 
 
Prof Tanya Monro, Director of 
Centre of Expertise in Photon-
ics at University of Adelaide 
with Prof James McWha 
 

 
Ms Grace Portolesi MP, 
Member for Hartley with the 
Hon. Carolyn Pickles 
 

                    

 

Prof Jeffrey Robinson 
 

 
 

L to R: Chairman of the Robinson Institute Board Mr Mark Coleman, 
Institute Manager Mrs Jo Close, Mr Michael Edgecombe from Indigo 
Consulting Group, Prof Bik To Clinical Director of Haematology from 
SA Pathology and A/Prof Stan Gronthos from IMVS/Hanson Institute 
Co-Director of Centre for Stem Cell Research. 

 
 
L to R: Prof Roger Short, 
Prof Simon Maddocks 
Chief of SARDI, E/Prof 
Colin Matthews from 
University of Adelaide. 
 
 
 

 
L to R: Mr Glenn 
Rappensberg Execu-
tive Director and Mr 
Dennis Earl Chair-
man from Channel 7 
Childrenôs Research 
Foundation with Prof 
Rob Norman. 
 

L to R: Prof John Carver 
Head of School of Molecu-
lar & Biomedical Science 
University of Adelaide, Dr 
Duncan McFetridge MP 
Shadow Minister for Sci-
ence & Information Econ-
omy, Mr Maurice Hender-
son Director of the QEH 
Research Foundation. 

 
 
 
 
        Cocktail  
       reception 

http://www.health.adelaide.edu.au/og/people/robinsonj.html
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/rcrh/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/rcrh/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/stemcell/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/earlyorigins/
http://www.health.adelaide.edu.au/og/people/normanr2008.html

