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Upcoming Events… 

 11-15 June 

The 25th SLEEP meeting will 

be held in Minneapolis, USA. 

 12-18 June 

The 6th Human Placenta meet-
ing will be held in Ontario, Can-

ada. 

 15-18 June 

The 9th International Society for 
Stem Cell Research meeting 

will be held in Ontario, Canada. 

 3-6 July 

The 27th European Society of 
Human Reproduction and Em-
bryology annual meeting will be 

held in Stockholm, Sweden. 

 10-13 July 

The Fetal and Neonatal Physio-
logical Society annual meeting 

will be held in Queensland. 

 11-13 July 

The 6th international confer-
ence on Interdisciplinary Social 
Sciences will be held in New 

Orleans, USA. 

 5-7 August 

The 3rd international confer-
ence on Science in Society will 

be held in Washington, USA. 

 

Further information at  
www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/events 
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The Foundation of a Healthy Society 
Winner in Excellence in Research Collaboration … SA Science Excellence Awards 2009 ... 

 

HDA FAREWELLS  CAROLINE  MCM ILLEN  

It is with much sadness that HDA bids Caroline farewell 
after 7 years as HDA’s Co-Convenor. We wish Caroline all the 
very best in her new role as the next appointed Vice Chancellor 
at the University of Newcastle that will commence later this year. 
 
Since HDA‟s inception in 2004, Caroline has led HDA alongside 
Rob Norman and since 2006 including Michael Sawyer. We can 
honestly say that HDA‟s strategies and programs couldn‟t have 
been achieved without Caroline‟s leadership, culminating in 
2009 with HDA being awarded with the Winner in Excellence 
in Research Collaboration (SA Science Excellence Awards). 
 
―Caroline has been incredibly supportive of the concept of HDA 
with a clear vision, calm guidance and always supportive of the 
leadership. South Australia has benefitted enormously from her 
research efforts and her support for research collaborations with 

people of all backgrounds. Our shared vision and Caroline’s enormous drive to make things happen 
have been reflected in the success of HDA.‖ Prof Rob Norman, HDA Co-Convenor. 
 
We wish you all the very best, 
The HDA Team - Anne, Rob & Michael 

 

EARLY NOTICE-SAVE THE D ATE!  
 

“E ATING  FOR  TWO”  
A COMMUNITY  FORUM  ON  PREGNANCY  & NUTRITION  

T UESDAY  27  SEPTEMBER ,  5 .30-7 .30PM ,  ELDER  H ALL ,  NORTH  T ERRACE  
 

HOSTED  BY  FOODPLUS  RESEARCH  CENTRE  (UNIVERSITY  OF  ADELAIDE ) ,   
ROBINSON  INSTITUTE  (UNIVERSITY  OF  ADELAIDE ) ,  W OMEN ’S  &  CHILDREN ’S  

HEALTH  RESEARCH  INSTITUTE ,  AND  HE ALTHY  DEVELOPMENT  ADELAIDE  
 

INTERNATIONALLY  RENOWNED  SPEAKERS  WILL  ADDRESS  A  RANGE  OF  ISSUES  
FOLLOWED  BY  OPEN  DISCUSSION  WITH  THE  AUDIENCE !   
SPECIAL  GUEST  SPEAKER  -  DR  ROSEMARY  STANTON .  

 

FURTHER  DETAILS  WILL  BE  COMING  YOUR  WAY  IN  THE  NEAR  FUTURE !  
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RECENT  HDA E VENTS  

UniSA Sansom Institute Seminar - Antisocial behaviour in 
young people: does nutrition matter?  
Co-hosted with HDA, Northern Futures, and the Nutrition Society 
of Australia (SA branch)  
 

On 13 April, HDA co-hosted a seminar on Antisocial behaviour in 
young people: does nutrition matter with ~170 attendees from a 
range of areas within government, relevant organisations and 
health services.  
 

Speakers included Dr Bernard Gesch (Senior Research Scientist, 
University of Oxford) on Antisocial behaviour in young people: 
does nutrition matter; Jackie Bray (Director, Youth Justice) on 
Youth justice SA; Peter Severin (CEO, Department for Correc-
tional Services) on Criminal justice—SA perspective. 

 

The seminar discussed links between nutrition and behaviour, 
and pioneering research in the UK that found significant reduc-
tions in reprimands in offenders following micronutrient and es-
sential fatty acid supplementation compared with placebo; plus 
an overview of youth justice and correctional services here in 
South Australia from senior government executives as a local 
context for discussion.  

 

HDA Forum: Family Home-Visiting & Children’s Centres: 
learning from the experience in the UK…  
 

On 19 April, HDA held a forum on 'Family Home-Visiting & Chil-
dren's Centres...learning from the experience in the UK' to an 
attendance of over 200 people from government and health care 
services. The forum was opened by The Hon Jay Weatherill MP, 
Minister for Early Childhood Development. 
 

HDA hosted two international experts who are leaders in the roll-
out and evaluation of early childhood services within the UK and 
provided a unique opportunity for discourse around the unique 
services within South Australia and how we can share with and 
learn from the UK experience. The forum was convened by Prof 
Michael Sawyer; sessions chaired by Prof John Lynch and Ms 
Gail Mondy (CEO, Children Youth & Women's Health Service).  
 

The UK speakers were Prof Jacqueline Barnes (Department of 
Psychological Sciences, Birkbeck, University of London), one of 
the leading figures in the UK Family Nurse Partnership Program 
presenting on The reality of implementing evidence-based prac-
tice. introducing nurse family partnership home-visiting pro-
gramme in England; Prof Edward Melhuish (Department of Psy-
chological Sciences, Birkbeck, University of London), leads the 
National Evaluation of Sure Start Programs presenting on Early 
childhood education and care in a broad social and economic 
context. 

The South Australian speakers included Prof Michael Sawyer 
(Head, Research & Evaluation Unit, CYWHS) presenting on Evalu-
ating family home-visiting in South Australia; Prof John Lynch 
(NHMRC Australia Fellow, Discipline of Public Health, University of 
Adelaide) presenting on A public health approach to enhancing 
early childhood development in South Australia; Trish Winter 
(Executive Director, Early Childhood Services, DECS) presenting 
on Achieving outcomes for children, families and communities 

through integrated outcomes based planning. 

 

pic: Forum audience.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
pic: Ms Gail Mondy,  
Prof John Lynch,  
Prof Jacqueline Barnes, 
Prof  Michael Sawyer, 
Prof Edward Melhuish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HDA Thematic Evening: Parents Can Make All the Difference. 
 

On 11 May, HDA held its 2nd Thematic Evening for the year on 
‟Parents Can Make All the Difference‟ with ~150 attendees.  
The HDA event was co-sponsored by the Council for the Care of 
Children and the Nutrition Society of Australia (Adelaide branch). 
 
Speakers included Dr Julia Pitcher (Robinson Institute, University 
of Adelaide) on Neurodevelopment in children after preterm birth: 
how parents can help; Prof Pauline Harris (UniSA and Department 
for Education and Children‟s Services) on At home with children’s 
literacy; Dr Leah Brennan (Monash University) on The role of par-
ents in child eating and weight; and Dr Helen Jeffreys (Department 
for Families and Communities) on The interface between child 
protection and mental health. 

The talks can be viewed at www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news. 

  

next HDA Thematic Evening - Thursday 14 July 
Program out mid June 

http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news/Forum19_Barnes.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news/Forum19_Barnes.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news/Forum19_Barnes.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news/Forum19_Melhuish.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news/Forum19_Melhuish.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news/Forum19_Melhuish.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news/Forum19_Sawyer.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news/Forum19_Sawyer.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news/Forum19_Lynch.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news/Forum19_Lynch.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news/Forum19_Winter.pdf
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news/Forum19_Winter.pdf


in general, but also other related topics such as developmental 
programming (which is my main interest), growth and metabolism, 
epidemiology, nutrition and metabolic diseases, epigenetics, re-
productive endocrinology and developmental biology. The meeting 
was held over 4 days with plenary and concurrent sessions, as 
well as 3 poster sessions with over 100 posters in each session! 
 

The most important thing I learnt from this conference is the differ-
ent animal models that people use and their advantages and dis-
advantages, also the variety of techniques available. I also had 
opportunity to present my work for oral presentation, so it was 
great to be able to present my work in front of leading researchers 
in field and to hear their comments on my work. 
 

In a more casual note, thanks to HDA, I get to go to Miami and 
enjoy the beach, although I think I only had few hours in the whole 
4 days to have a walk and relax. Overall, it was a very successful 
meeting, I learnt a lot both from the oral presentations and poster 
sessions and most importantly from senior researchers in the field. 

Shervi Lie 
Sansom Institute, University of South Australia 
 

The Society of Gynaecological Investigation 
58th Annual meeting was held in Miami on 16-
19 March. SGI is international research society 
which focuses on women‟s reproductive health 
and health of the offspring. This meeting is 

held every year and a great forum for researchers all over the 
world to meet, discuss and present their work. Many researchers 
attending this meeting have medical or clinical background, so this 
forum allows me to broaden my way of thinking and relate my 
research to clinical relevance. It was a great opportunity to meet 
some of our collaborators and hear about their research and their 
point of view of a particular topic in person. More importantly, as I 
have entered my 3rd year of candidature, it‟s great networking 
opportunity, which possibly allows me to further my career some 
where else in the world.  
 

The meeting covers a broad range of topics in reproductive health 
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MEMBER PROFILE -  DR  J IM  DOLLM AN  
UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Jim Dollman is a senior lec-
turer at the University of South 
Australia, and a member of 
Nutritional Physiology Research 
Centre, and Health and Use of 
Time Research Group.  
 

He has a strong research focus 
on the predictors and conse-
quences of regular physical 

activity, as well as the proc-
esses of physical activity meas-
urement in populations. He has 
contributed to several steering 
committees and technical advi-
sory groups for surveys, inter-
ventions and policy develop-
ment initiatives at the state and 
national levels. In the last 15 
years, he has published over 60 
journal articles, conference 
proceedings and book chapters 
in the fields of physical activity 
and body composition research.  
 

He has led several surveys at 
the state and national levels, 
including the Physical Activity 
and Anthropometry component 

of the National Children‟s Nutri-
tion and Physical Activity Sur-
vey, 2007. He has advised state 
and federal governments in his 
areas of expertise, including the 
role of academic advisor on the 
Eat Well be Active Community 
intervention, sponsored by the 
SA Department of Health. He is 
currently the technical advisor 
for physical activity on The 
Physical Activity and Nutrition 
Observatory: Research & Moni-
toring Alliance (PANORAMA).  
 

Current research projects cen-
tre on concept of „resilience‟ in 
relation to physical activity and 
healthy eating among children 

from disadvantaged back-
grounds. 
 

He is also conducting an investi-
gation of Physical Activity Main-
tenance theory (PAM) among 
adults living in rural Australia. 
This study will identify the psy-
chosocial attributes of previously 
sedentary rural adults who suc-
cessfully respond to a walking 
intervention by maintaining suffi-
cient physical activity long term. 
The outcomes of these studies 
will contribute to better tailored 
and targeted health promotion 
among vulnerable populations.  
 

(     8302 1413 
* james.dollman@unisa.edu.au 

 

HDA TRAVEL  GRANT  
RECIPIENT  CONFERENCE  REPORT  2011 

Strategies for Successful Networking  
Friday 10 June, 5.30-8.00pm 

The Science Exchange, 55 Exchange Place, Adelaide 
 

Co-hosted by the Australian Society for Medical Research (ASMR) and Healthy Development Adelaide  
 

Join us to learn about strategies for approaching people at conferences and other networking situations from experienced re-
searchers followed by a speed networking session. We‟ll finish it off with an unstructured session where you can practice your 

new skills. Program ideal for students and early career researchers. 
 

Full program at www.asmr.org.au/MRWSA.html or www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/events 

Drinks and nibbles will be served during the evening.  
Cost - ASMR and HDA members: Free; Non-members: $10 

Space is limited, RSVP by 5pm Friday 3 June to nicole.moore@adelaide.edu.au  

 
 

ASMR & HDA S CIENTIFIC  NETWORKING  EVENT  

mailto:nicole.moore@adelaide.edu.au


Wei-Chun Tu 
Foodplus Research Centre, School of Agriculture 
Food & Wine, University of Adelaide 
 

In April of this year I attended Experimental 
Biology (EB) 2011 conference in Washington 
DC, United States. EB is an annual conference 
in conjunction with 6 American scientific socie-

ties‟ annual meetings including American Society for Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology, American Society for Nutrition, American 
Association of Anatomists, American Physiological Society, 
American Society for Investigative Pathology and the American 
Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics. The 
EB provides a broad range, scientific forum that features plenary 
and award lectures, pre-meeting workshops, mini-symposiums, 
oral and poster sessions. The program was tight-packed across 5 
busy days and covered a broad range of cutting-edge research 
fields including anatomy, pathology, biochemistry, molecular biol-
ogy, investigative pathology, nutrition, pharmacology and immu-
nology. Attending allowed me to gain different perspectives on 
diversity of these fields and how my research is placed within the 
area. My PhD project addresses fundamental problems associ-
ated with animals (including aquaculture fish) that are involved in 
converting the dietary essential fatty acids to the biologically ac-
tive long chain metabolites such as eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA) 
and docosahexaenoic acid (DHA). In this regard I have focused 
on the key regulatory enzymes in the fatty acid pathway, the ȹ6 
desaturase and elongases. Conference was very relevant to my 
research program as there were a large number of presentations 
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FOOD  INDUSTRY  FORUM  FOR  NUTRITION  RESEARCH  

2nd Annual Food Industry Forum for Nutrition Research 
Sustainable Nutrition – Sustainable Lifestyles 

Monday 29 - Tuesday 30 August, The Sebel Playford, Adelaide 
 

Co-hosted by the Nutritional Physiology Research Centre (UniSA) and Healthy Development Adelaide  
Major sponsors - Australian Food & Grocery Council and Nestle 

To be officially opened by the Hon John Hill MP, Minister for Health 
 

Monday 29 August (evening) - Paul Nestel Lecture, followed by the Australian Food & Grocery Council Dinner 
Professor Tony McMichael, Food Futures: Sustaining the Environment, Human Health, and Economic Vigour 

 

Tuesday 30 August - Food Industry Forum 
Nutrition for Life  

Dr Karen Campbell: Nutritional programming – setting sustainable patterns; Dr Alison Hill: Eating for everyday active lives  
A/Prof Vicki Flood: Seeing is believing –the case for carotenoids; Dr Lisa Wood: Cool nutrients - counteracting inflammation  

Dr Nathan O‟Callaghan: Dining out with your DNA; Prof Andrew Scholey: Foods for moods and minds   
 

Foods for Sustainable Nutrition  
Dr Rosemary Stanton: Sustainable foods and good nutrition – a new union;  

Prof Peter Clifton: Saturated fats – how low can we go?; Prof Jonathan Hodgson: Legumes – good for the pulse?  
A/Prof Jon Buckley: Fast food - dairy shows the whey?; Prof Tony Worsley: Consumers and food – sustainable what?   

Dr Peter Nichols: long-chain omega-3 sources in a resources constrained world; Prof Nick Costa: Red meat – hard to beat?   
Prof Peter Howe: omega-3 - is fish best? Prof Robert Scragg: Sustainable nutrition – do supplements do it better?  

 

Early bird registration is due by 8 August and special discount registrations are on offer for AFGC, NSA and HDA members.  
For full program including speaker profiles, sponsor listing, and registration costs go to  

www.unisa.edu.au/nutritional.physiology/food.asp or www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/events 

on lipid and fatty acid metabolism and transport, dietary factors 
affecting fatty acid biosynthesis, polyunsaturated fatty acid (PUFA) 
and health as well as membrane protein biosynthesis. I presented 
at a poster presentation session which was well attended by con-
ference delegates. My poster generated much interest as I pre-
sented findings from my recent heterologous expression experi-
ment which showed the conventional yeast expression host may 
not be a valid quantification tool to address foreign gene activity 
due to apparent yeast cell ß-oxidation breaking down supple-
mented substrates to use as an energy source. A significant re-
lease of some fatty acid desaturation and elongation products to 
the culture medium indicates that these products in the medium 
are most likely released from yeast cells, and need to be taken 
into account for evaluating the overall enzyme activities. I received 
a large amount of useful feedback from attendants about the re-
sults that I presented and had the opportunity to meet and ex-
change ideas with both experienced and junior scientists. Follow-
ing the EB conference I embarked on a lab tour, visiting laborato-
ries at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY and University of Wisconsin
–Madison in Wisconsin. Throughout the lab tour, I had meetings 
with lab leaders and other team members which gave me the op-
portunity to gain technical advice and find possibilities for collabo-
ration in the future. I am very grateful to HDA for supporting my trip 
to the United States. Going to the conference and visiting other 
researcher‟s labs provided me with an invaluable opportunity to 
network with other scientists and present our research on an inter-
national stage. This will result in the development of lab tech-
niques and help to initiate future international collaborations.  

 

HDA TRAVEL  GRANT  
RECIPIENT  CONFERENCE  REPORT  2011 

http://www.unisa.edu.au/nutritional.physiology/food.asp
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/events/
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Lisa Nicholas 
Sansom Institute, University of South Australia 
 

This year I had the opportunity, partly through 
funding provided by Healthy Development 
Adelaide, to attend Society for Gynecologic 
Investigation‟s 58th Annual Meeting, held at 
Fontainebleu Hotel in Miami, Florida.  

 

SGI is premier scientific organization in obstetrics and gynaecol-
ogy and has about 1200 members globally who are involved in all 
areas of reproductive sciences and women‟s health. Conference 
commenced with concurrent Satellite Meetings, which encom-
passed a wide spectrum of issues in reproductive sciences in-
cluding a session on fetal physiology, which I found most interest-
ing. The Satellite Meetings were then followed by three full days 
of conference proceedings and lunch breaks used very wisely; to 
enjoy sun and fantastic view of Miami Beach whilst networking 
with other scientists and clinicians who were doing the same!  

 

There were four concurrent oral presentation sessions that were 
held over a period of three days. Speakers consisted of both sen-
ior and junior scientists as well as PhD candidates whom were 
chosen to speak based on the strength of their abstract. I gave 
an oral presentation titled „Maternal Overnutrition and Weight 
Loss in the Periconceptional Period Leads to Differential 
Changes in Hepatic Expression and Epigenetic Modification of 

IGF2 in the Offspring‟ in the Programming and Epigenetics ses-
sion. It was a very rewarding experience to share my work with 
fellow researchers, some of whom are leaders in field and to know 
that my work is well received by my peers. The highlight of my talk 
was ability to share thoughts and ideas with audience during ques-
tion and answer time, which has led to formulation of new and 
exciting experiments, which will contribute to final year of my PhD.  
 

During the course of conference, there were also talks from invited 
speakers involved in basic, translational and clinical investigations. 
The wide range of professionals attending the conference, there-
fore allowed me not only to obtain firsthand knowledge of the cur-
rent state of my field of research but also to engage with clinicians 
to gain broader perspective of current clinical practices. I was also 
able to network with leading academics in field of developmental 
programming and reproductive biology as well as fellow students.  
 

There were also three poster sessions during which about 300 
posters were showcased. I found these sessions particularly useful 
as I was able to interact one on one with the poster presenter, 
which resulted in the exchange of information regarding possible 
future directions and it also provided a good platform to learn about 
various experimental methods and technologies, which were unfa-
miliar to me. All in all, my attendance at SGI‟s 58th Annual Meeting 
has been an invaluable opportunity to gain an international per-
spective and has also contributed to my growth as a scientist. 

Dr Rachel Roberts 
School of Psychology, University of Adelaide 
 

In April this year I attended American Cleft 
Palate-Craniofacial Association‟s 68th Annual 
Meeting in San Juan, Puerto Rico. This is the 
pre-eminent conference in this area internation-
ally. It was the largest ever meeting with over 
700 clinicians and researchers from leading 

universities and research hospitals around world from range of 
disciplines, with significant focus on psychological research.  
 

The conference theme was “outcomes” and I had opportunity to 
present an oral paper during session on psychosocial outcomes, 
reporting my research examining psychological outcomes for 
South Australians with craniofacial conditions. Of note, only 60% of 
abstracts submitted were accepted to be presented, with most 
presented as posters, so it was a privilege to be invited to present 
my work orally, with opportunity to be part of a discussion forum.  

There was a lively and useful discussion about my findings and 
the implications for further work. I was also surprised, after giving 
my paper, when a person introduced themselves as one of my 
PhD markers from the UK, who I had not previously met and this 
also let to more discussions regarding future research directions 
and possible collaborations. I was able to meet many researchers 
whose work I had previously only read, and hope that future col-
laborations may be possible. This meeting provided the opportu-
nity to hear about as yet unpublished work, as well as hear the 
research directions being taken by the world leaders in this field. 
Most of all, the conference has allowed me to reflect on the kind of 
research that is possible in this field in South Australia, and I hope 
to pursue work involving both data linkages and qualitative meth-
odologies. I am very appreciative of the support provided by HDA 
to attend this conference and hope that the research directions I 
take now as a result of what I have learned will continue to work 
towards the well being of children with craniofacial conditions.  
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NEW  HDA M EMBERS  
 

A/Prof Leonie Heilbronn. NHMRC Career Development Fellow, 
Discipline of Medicine and The Robinson Institute, University of 
Adelaide. Focus - high fat diet, insulin resistance, inflammation, 
IVF, lipid metabolism.  
 

Dr Hannah Keage. Lecturer in Psychology, School of Psychology, 
Social Work and Social Policy, UniSA.  

Focus - psychophysiology, brain, development and cognition. 
 
Ms Jacqueline Stephens. PhD Student, Discipline of Paediatrics, 
University of Adelaide.  
Focus - general surgery-ENT, clinical research, quality of life, pa-
tient experience, epidemiology. 
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large numbers of young parents across the country. "Most families 
are already regular users of the internet and seek information and 
support in a wide range of child-related areas," Prof Sawyer says.  
 

"What is unique about our study is the way we are combining high 
quality, nurse-based support and carefully developed web technol-
ogy to promote infant health and solve common parenting issues. 
"Initial research has shown that within the next decade most fami-
lies in South Australia will be using the internet to access parent-
ing information and support. "Our aim is to harness this trend and 
develop parallel, nurse-based support programs to maximise the 
benefits for families." 
 

The Director of the Child and Family Health Service, Ms Kerrie 
Bowering, says this research will help health providers across the 
State to add value to the support services offered to families. "As 
health providers, we need to be aware of, and support, changing 
trends in the way families are seeking parenting support," she 
says. "Research such as New Technology for New Mums program 
will better enable us to do this. "Families are increasingly seeking 
information from web-based sources and goal is to find right bal-
ance between this and face-to-face services," Ms Bowering says. 

Media release 12 April 2011 - University of Adelaide 
 

Adelaide health researchers are leading an Australian-
first program designed to improve the mental health and 
wellbeing of new mothers and infants by combining nurs-
ing services and innovative new technology. The program 
- New Technology for New Mums - will be undertaken by 
a team of clinicians and researchers from the University 
of Adelaide and the Child and Family Health Service, led 
by Prof Michael Sawyer.  
 

The project will evaluate the effectiveness of combining 
web-based parenting support with existing nursing pro-
grams to help new mothers cope with parenthood. More 
than $1.7 million has been pledged by the National Health 
and Medical Research Council (NHMRC), the SA Chil-
dren, Youth and Women's Health Service and the SA 
Department of Health for the four-year program. The pro-
ject will identify the most useful web-based technology to 
help new mothers, followed up by a clinical trial involving 
800 mothers to evaluate its effectiveness. 
 

Prof Sawyer, from the Children's Research Centre at the 
University of Adelaide, says program has potential to help 

 

 NEW  TECHNOLOGY  FOR  NEW  MUMS  
$1.7 MILLION  TO  HELP  NEW  PARENTS  COPE  

Media release 14 April 2011 - University of Adelaide 
 

The University of Adelaide's dental researchers have 
been awarded $1.3 million to find out why Australian chil-
dren have such poor oral health, despite billions spent on 
this area in the past decade. Prof John Spencer from the 
Australian Research Centre for Population Oral Health 
(ARCPOH) will lead a national study over next four years 
to investigate why system is failing Australia's children. 
 

"Despite a substantial level of resources - approximately 
$1 billion dollars annually - being directed to dental ser-
vices for children in Australia in the last decade, their oral 
health is still a major public health problem," Prof Spencer 
says. "After several decades of improvement, child oral 
health has worsened and inequalities have widened." 
 

Latest statistics show that dental restorations and extrac-
tions are the most common reason for hospital admis-
sions among Australian children under 14 years of age. In 
2006 nearly 27,000 children - 8,114 of whom were pre-
schoolers - were admitted to hospital for dental work. "In 
this study we will be looking at how dental services for our 

children are organised and delivered, comparing the use of private 
dentists and school dental services and the outcomes for child 
oral health," Prof Spencer says. "Public programs like the school 
dental services are not reaching as many children, yet private 
dental services may be out of financial reach of many families." 
 

The nationwide study will also document current levels of oral 
health and its variation across the child population. "The challenge 
is to identify and eliminate barriers to dental health services in 
Australia, improving service delivery, reducing risks and promoting 
healthy diets," says Prof Spencer. His team from the ARCPOH at 
the University of Adelaide will partner with all eight State and Ter-
ritory public dental authorities in the research project. The partners 
are committing a further $1.7 million to the national study, making 
total funding for study $3 million. A representative sample of ap-
proximately 32,000 children aged 5-14 years old will be drawn 
from mixture of public and private schools across Australia. The 
project is one of two NHMRC Partnership Project Grants awarded 
to South Australia in past month - both to the University of Ade-
laide. In total, 16 health and medical research projects across 
Australia have been awarded $14 million in Federal Government 
funding for new Partnership Projects. 

 

Dental Health System Failing Australian Children 
$1.3 MILLION  AWARDED  TO  FIND  OUT  WHY  
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Australian Centre for Child Protection, UniSA - Learning and Development Coordinator (2 positions) 
 

The Building Capacity Building Bridges project is a high profile, world first initiative funded by Department of Families, Housing, 
Community Services & Indigenous Affairs. Project aims to (a) enhance skills and knowledge of practitioners in traditionally adult-
focused services to respond to parents and children; (b) to strengthen collaboration between adult services and child & family services.  
 

As Learning and Development Coordinator, you will contribute to the development and implementation of accredited curricula for nation-
wide use. You will liaise with key stakeholders within government and non-government agencies in children‟s and family services and 
the fields of domestic violence, substance misuse, mental health and homelessness.  
 

Applications close 9.00am Wednesday 15 June. For further info on this position go to www.unisa.edu.au/workingatunisa 

http://www.cywhs.sa.gov.au/Default.aspx?p=98
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/childrens_research/research/mental_health/leader/
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/
http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/Public+Content/SA+Health+Internet/
http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/Public+Content/SA+Health+Internet/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/childrens_research/
http://www.arcpoh.adelaide.edu.au/people/html/john.html
http://www.arcpoh.adelaide.edu.au/about/
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/media/media/rel11/110322.htm
http://www.unisa.edu.au/workingatunisa
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Couples involved in the study will undergo a number of blood tests 
checking their folate, vitamin B and D levels, hormonal levels and 
immune system. Researchers will also examine any genes associ-
ated with blood clotting, which are known to cause pregnancy 
complications.  
 

The time commitment for the study will be limited to two visits at 
most - for blood tests and to undertake a medical and lifestyle 
questionnaire. "By learning more about risk factors we can help 
prevent and treat these problems for future pregnant women and 
their babies," Professor Roberts says. "We can also save the com-
munity millions of dollars in healthcare costs." 
 

The study, called Predicting Adverse Pregnancy Outcomes 
(PAPO), is linked to an international obstetrics program SCOPE 
(SCreening fOr Pregnancy Endpoints), which aims to recruit 
10,000 patients globally to build a pregnancy biobank.  
 

Prof Claire Roberts is a Senior Research Fellow within the Univer-
sity's Discipline of Obstetrics and Gynaecology and the Scientific 
Director of the SA SCOPE Study. 
 

For more info about taking part in study, contact Dr Denise 
Furness from the Robinson Institute on 8313 1433 or 8303 4086. 

Media release 18 April 2011 - University of Adelaide 
 

Participants are needed for a University of Adelaide study 
to determine which couples are more at risk of pregnancy 
complications. A diagnostic test being developed by the 
University's Robinson Institute will identify couples at high 
risk of pregnancy problems, helping to alleviate complica-
tions which occur in 20% of first pregnancies. 
 

Lead researcher Prof Claire Roberts says couples plan-
ning to become pregnant, or those less than 12 weeks 
pregnant, are needed for the study to help researchers 
understand why some women develop complications in 
pregnancy and not others. 
 

"The most common difficulties are miscarriage, pree-
clampsia (high blood pressure in pregnancy) and pre-
term births," Prof Roberts says. 
 

"All of these can threaten the life of both mother and 
baby. Pre-term births alone can cost the healthcare sys-
tem up to $5000 a day for neonatal intensive care and if a 
baby is born three months early it is a huge cost to the 
community, not to mention parents' emotional wellbeing." 

 

  

COUPLES  SOUGHT  FOR  PREGNANCY  R ISK  STUDY  

Story developed from HDA event held on 11 May, 
Parents can make all the difference: 
 

The Advertiser, 11 May by Health Reporter Jordanna Schriever 
 

EVERY week a baby is born premature can affect future 
development, Adelaide researchers have found. Univer-
sity of Adelaide's Robinson Institute study, which tested 
children born pre-term at Women's and Children's Hospi-
tal in mid-1990s, found each week of gestation lost below 
optimal 40-41 weeks could affect brain development. 
 

Researcher Dr Julia Pitcher said children's development 

was tested at age 11. "Even babies born late pre-term between 34
-37 weeks of gestation have an increased likelihood that the de-
velopment of the major area of their brain that controls movement 
is reduced," She said a child's motor skills and cognitive develop-
ment were affected and it varied for boys and girls. "Many of these 
children appear to be developing normally in early childhood but 
problems emerge when they reach school.” 
 

David and Narelle George's 13-week-old son, Joshua, was born 
seven weeks early in February. Mr George said they would plan 
activities to improve their son's motor skills, coordination and his 
balance. 

 

New Study Finds Every Week Counts for  

Premature Babies’ Development 
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RESEARCHERS  B ACK  W ORLD  HYPERTENSION  D AY  

Media release 16 May 2011 - UniSA 
 

UniSA academics are joining forces with research col-
leagues around nation to support World Hypertension Day 
on 17 May promoting awareness of the impact of elevated 
blood pressure on health and wellbeing. Leading young 
researcher working on early origins of adult health at 
UniSA, Dr Janna Morrison says elevated blood pressure 
levels claim more than 7 million lives globally each year. 
 

“People can underestimate the impact of hypertension and 
perhaps don‟t understand that it is preventable, easily 
diagnosed and very treatable,” Dr Morrison says. 
 

She says recent Australian data shows that 3.7 million 
Australians over the age of 25 have high blood pressure. 
“Often there are no obvious symptoms with hypertension 
but untreated, it can over time damage arteries and other 
vital organs and ultimately cause a stroke,” she says. “This 

campaign is about getting people to think about healthy blood 
pressure, have a check up and make the lifestyle changes that 
will support healthy blood pressure. Just knowing the numbers is 
a good start, and 140 over 90 is when you know you are starting 
to have signs of hypertension.” 
 

Dr Morrison is an executive committee member of the High Blood 
Pressure Research Council of Australia. Head of Early Origins of 
Adult Health Research Group at UniSA‟s Sansom Institute for 
Health Research; she‟s investigating how cardiovascular system 
of the developing fetus responds to changes in maternal nutrient 
supply before conception and during pregnancy. Work funded as 
part of Australian Heart Foundation Fellowship is already showing 
that reduced nutrient supply during pregnancy changes blood 
pressure regulation and may lead to hypertension in adult life. 
 

Dr Morrison received a South Australian Tall Poppy Science 
Award (2006) in recognition of her work examining the link be-
tween low birth weight and heart disease in adulthood. 

http://www.scopestudy.net/
http://health.adelaide.edu.au/og/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/robinson-institute/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/directory/claire.roberts
http://www.news.com.au/adelaidenow/
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suffering a stillbirth. 
 

 “I came up with the acronym SAFE in order for it to be both a 
memorable and practical way for women to proactively do four 
simple things to help minimise their risk of suffering this tragedy,” 
Dr Warland says. 
  

“Each letter is based on the best currently available evidence. 
While of course there are no guarantees that following these four 
steps will prevent stillbirth, it is likely that women who follow these 
steps are less likely to suffer this tragedy in the same way as put-
ting baby on their back to sleep doesn‟t completely remove the 
risk of SIDS.” 
  

The four strategies outlined in the brochure are Sleep on your left, 
Always keep appointments, Feeling baby move and getting Early 
expert advice. The brochure also emphasises the importance of 
discussing individual situations with a midwife or obstetrician. The 
SAFE brochure was launched at the inaugural SIDS and Kids 
Stillbirth Seminar held at the BioSA Incubator, Thebarton, on 
Wednesday 25 May. The brochure has been funded by Commu-
nity Enterprise Foundation, an initiative of Bendigo Bank Group. 
 

For more information on stillbirth visit 
www.stillbirthfoundation.org.au or www.stillbirthalliance.org. 
For support after a stillbirth visit www.sidsandkids.org, 
www.sands.org.au or www.teddyloveclub.org.au 

Media release 23 May 2011 - UniSA 
 

A new brochure on „keeping baby safe in pregnancy‟ rec-
ommends four simple steps pregnant women can take to 
minimise the risk of stillbirth. 
  

Dr Jane Warland from UniSA‟s School of Nursing and 
Midwifery says stillbirth is a forgotten tragedy in our com-
munity and it‟s time that changed. “The annual rate of 
stillbirths in Australia exceeds road deaths by up to 40 per 
cent,” Dr Warland says. 
  

“Reducing the impact of stillbirth in our community is im-
portant because of all the long-term negative outcomes 
associated with this loss; things like grief and loss affect-
ing mental health, not only of the parents themselves but 
also their immediate friends and family, children already 
in the family and children born subsequently.” 
  

Stillbirth, when a baby is born with no signs of life be-
cause it has died in the womb, occurs every one in 140 
births in Australia. There are around 2000 stillbirths each 
year or about six stillbirths every day, a number many 
times higher than the annual road toll. 
  

Dr Warland, in partnership with SIDS and Kids SA, has 
developed a „SAFE‟ brochure outlining the four strategies 
pregnant women can adopt to reduce their chance of 

 

  

Four Steps to Reduce Risk of Stillbirth 

Media release 25 May 2011 - University of Adelaide 
 

A new brain tumour research lab 
will open at the University of 
Adelaide today to investigate the 
causes behind one of Australia's 
most aggressive and least under-
stood cancers, which kills one 
Australian every six hours. 
 

A generous donation from Santos to the NeuroSurgical 
Research Foundation (NRF), along with additional money 
raised by South Australia Police, will fund the Dean Bow-
man Brain Tumour Laboratory. The laboratory is named 
in honour of one of Santos' senior executives who died 
from a brain tumour in 2010. 
 

"Brain cancer is the leading cause of cancer death in 
people aged under 40, yet research into this area is badly 
needed as survival rates have not improved in two dec-
ades," according to Professor Bob Vink, the Chair of the 
NeuroSurgical Research Foundation and Head of the 
School of Medical Sciences at the University of Adelaide. 
 

Professor Vink says the new laboratory will provide world-
standard equipment and fund much-needed research into 
brain cancer, which has an almost 100% fatality rate. 
"More than 1400 people die of brain cancer each year in 

Australia and it accounts for more than one third of cancer deaths 
in children aged under 10," Professor Vink says. 
 

"The establishment of this research laboratory will allow us to 
really focus our research on brain tumours, and more specifically 
how brain tumours enter the brain and subsequently gain a foot-
hold.  
 

"By preventing cancer cells from other parts of the body entering 
the brain, we hope to reduce the impact of brain cancer and save 
lives in the process." 
 

South Australia Police launched an annual cycling event in 2010 
to raise funds for brain cancer research following the death of 
Senior Sergeant Mick Koerner from an inoperable brain tumour. In 
the past two years they have raised $160,000 for the NRF - some 
of which will be used to outfit and run the new Dean Bowman 
Brain Tumour Research Laboratory. 
 

"Having the latest equipment is vital if we want to remain at the 
cutting edge of medical research and maintain our 5-star world 
rating in clinical health research," Professor Vink says. 
 

The University of Adelaide established Australia's first Chair of 
Neurosurgical Research in 1992 with funding from the NRF. The 
first Chair was Professor Nigel Jones and Professor Vink has 
been the NRF Chair since 2004. 
 

 
 

New Lab will Help Identify Causes of Brain Cancer 
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http://www.stillbirthfoundation.org.au
http://www.stillbirthalliance.org
http://www.sidsandkids.org
http://www.sands.org.au
http://www.teddyloveclub.org.au
http://www.unisanet.unisa.edu.au/staff/homepage.asp?Name=Jane.Warland
http://www.unisa.edu.au/nur/
http://www.unisa.edu.au/nur/
http://www.sidsandkids.org/offices/south-australia/
http://www.santos.com/
http://www.nrf.com.au/
http://www.nrf.com.au/
http://www.sapolice.sa.gov.au/sapol/home.jsp
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/directory/robert.vink
http://health.adelaide.edu.au/school_medsci/
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In this collection of essays, these and many other issues dealing 
with life at its borders are dealt with by a variety of specialists in 
the area of medicine, ethics, law and theology, making a valuable 
contribution to a vital and ongoing debate. 
 

Bernadette Richards is Senior Lecturer at the University of Ade-
laide Law School. Her research focus is in the area of tort law in 
general with a specific focus on medical law and ethics. Her main 
area of interest is the nexus of ethics and the law in the context of 
medical treatment, with particular emphasis on the question of 
consent to medical treatment. 
 

Bernadette is a member of Healthy Development Adelaide. 
 

Vic Pfitzner is former lecturer and principal at Australian Lutheran 
College, North Adelaide, now in retirement. His areas of specialty 
are biblical languages, New Testament and spirituality. 
 

When: Wednesday 15 June at 5.30pm 
Where: Moot Court Room, Ligertwood Building, North Terrace 
Information: Paul Babie at paul.babie@adelaide.edu.au 
or Hilary Regan at hdregan@atf.org.au 
 

The book will be available at the launch at a special price of $20. 

Launch of new book - Issues at the Borders of Life 
 

RUSSLR, the Ethics Centre of South Australia (ECSA) 
and ATF Press are pleased to announce launch of Issues 
at the Borders of Life, edited by Bernadette Richards and 
Vic Pfitzner. The book will be launched by Professor 
Robert Crotty, Director of ECSA. 
 

Life at its borders is tenuous and the crossing of borders 
is no longer as simple as the birth of a new baby or the 
death of a loved one. Advances in medical science have 
meant that the border at the start of life can be facilitated 
through assisted reproductive technology or avoided 
through abortion. Similarly, at the final border, passage 
can be hastened through euthanasia or delayed by 
means of palliative care. 
 

When does human life begin, and can we determine 
when and how it should end? What constitutes human 
personhood? What rights must be afforded the embryo 
and the foetus, the mother (and father) in each instance, 
and the person with end-stage dementia or terminal can-
cer. Can a birth ever be deemed a deficit? Must it always 
be good to be alive? 

 

  

Issues at the Borders of Life 

The Australian Society for Medical Research, as part of 
the ASMR Medical Research Week® 2011, in conjunction 
with RiAus Film Club, presents: 
 
ASMR Science in the Cinema, free screening of “My 
Sister’s Keeper” 
 
This year the ASMR in conjunction with the RiAus Film 
Club have chosen the film My Sister’s Keeper(2009, rated 
M). We welcome the general public to join us in viewing 
the film and discussing the science portrayed in the film 
with Bioethics Research Scientist Dr. Kimberly Strong. 
 
The Movie “My Sister’s Keeper” 
Based on the best-selling novel by Jodi Picoult, My Sis-
ter’s Keepertackles the emotive subject of savior siblings. 
Conceived by means of in vitro fertilization, Anna was 
brought into the world to be a genetic match for her older 
sister Kate, who suffers from acute promyelocytic leuke-
mia. When Anna‟s mother wants her to donate her kidney 
to her sister, Anna sues her parents for medical emanci-
pation and the rights to her own body. 
 
When: Thursday 9 June, 6:00pm-8:15pm 
Where: Science Exchange, 55 Exchange Place, Adelaide 
 
This event is FREE to the public, however bookings are 
essential. Bookings can be made through  
http://riausfilmclubmysisterskeeper.eventbrite.com/ 
or call: (08) 7120 8600 

Sue Dengate  
Fed Up with Children’s Behaviour 

 
Former teacher and psychology graduate, author of the famous 
Fed Up series, and Australian of the Year finalist in 2009, Sue 
Dengate became interested in food intolerance after recognising 
the effect of foods on her own children. In the past 20 years, Sue 
has spoken to tens of thousands of parents in Australia, the USA 
and the UK.  
 
This talk includes … 

 Arguments, oppositional defiance, tantrums, 

 Bedwetting, sneaky poos, sticky poos 

 Asthma, itchy skin rashes, migraine 

 Difficulty falling asleep, frequent night waking 

 Depression, unexplained tiredness, difficulty concentrating 
Hidden and new food additives, what‟s wrong with fruit 
 
Further information on Sue's work at www.fedup.com.au 
 
When: Tuesday 30 August 7.00-9.00pm 
Where: Concordia College Chapel, 45 Cheltenham Street, High-
gate (Parking: enter from Duthy Street or turn onto Balmoral 
Street from Fisher Street). 
 
Cost: $15 per person  
To register for this talk or for more information contact Bronwyn on 
8299 9208 or 0407 299 920 or peterbron@optusnet.com.au  

 
 

 

My Sister’s Keeper 
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http://www.fedup.com.au/
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Bright Ideas Over Breakfast: Justifying Junk 
9 June at 7.45am, Ayers House 

 
eResearch SA invites you to attend Bright Ideas Over Breakfast: Justifying Junk, where Professor David Adelson will talk about 
his ground breaking research that is demystifying the notion of 'junk DNA'. 
 
Join us at Ayers House for the first Bright Ideas Over Breakfast seminar in 2011, comprising a presentation from Professor 
David Adelson, Chair of Bioinformatics and Computational Genetics at the University of Adelaide‟s School of Molecular & Bio-
medical Science, and an informal networking opportunity. 
 
Bright Ideas Over Breakfast is a series of eResearch breakfast seminars, where research leaders share their vision for their 
field of research and own work, and discuss the role eResearch plays in achieving that vision. 
 
David is part of a significant international project mapping cow and horse genomes to understand and describe the entire com-
plement of their genetic material. David‟s analysis of the genome structure of mammals has shown that junk DNA is probably a 
misnomer, and that the conservation of these sequences of ancient DNA across all the animals studied is a key discovery in 
understanding their evolution. 
 
His work has significant applications for agricultural livestock production, and also provides a critical insight into the genome 
evolution of mammals. This groundbreaking research has been published in Science, the world‟s leading journal of original 
scientific research. 
 
To register, please visit http://justifyingjunk.eventbrite.com/ 

 

  

BRIGHT  IDEAS  OVER  BREAKFAST :  JUSTIFYING  JUNK    

Battling the Bugs 
What’s working and what could be done better to control childhood infectious disease 

 

A/Professor Helen Marshall 
 

Tuesday 14 June, 5:30pm - 6:30pm 
Napier Building, Lecture Theatre 102 

 North Terrace Campus, University of Adelaide 
 

Synopsis 
Despite the advance of modern medicine, infectious diseases remain a leading cause of death worldwide and serious threat to 
our children. But the Vaccinology and Immunology Research Trials Unit (VIRTU) and Children‟s Research Centre based at 
Adelaide‟s Women‟s & Children‟s Hospital are making progress.  
 

Led by University of Adelaide‟s A/Prof Helen Marshall, these teams have been tackling some big questions. What can we learn 
from community response to 2009 Swine Flu pandemic? What more can we do to prevent infant deaths from our current 
Whooping Cough epidemic? And how close is vaccine for Meningococcal B infection, potentially fatal and responsible for 85% 
of all Meningococcal cases in Australian children? In this informative presentation A/Prof Marshall will provide some answers. 
 

About the Speaker 
Helen Marshall is A/Professor in Vaccinology in the University of Adelaide‟s School of Paediatrics and Reproductive Health, 
and leader of Infectious Diseases program at Children‟s Research Centre. She won 2010 SA Science Award for Excellence in 
Research for Public Good, and has published extensively in international peer-reviewed journals. 
 

Admission Free, bookings essential, register online: www.adelaide.edu.au/researchtuesdays or call: 8303 3692 
For more info visit: www.adelaide.edu.au/researchtuesdays/ 
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future status of Australia's children will be shared.  

  

Keynote Speakers 
Dr Franklin Gilliam Jr., Dean of UCLA School of Public Affairs, 
USA; Prof Alan Hayes, Director, Australian Institute of Family 
Studies, Australia; Joanna Schroeder, Community Development 
Manager, Human Early Learning Partnership; and Dr Frank 
Oberklaid, Founding Director, Centre for Community Child Health.  

 

Who is this conference for? 
Conference will be of interest to people working with children and 
their families in government and non-government community sec-
tors, health, education, corrective services and disability sectors. 
The audience will be made up of policy makers, service providers 
and service managers in human services and educational sectors. 
 

If you have any queries, contact Jessica Abbey: 
(02) 9431 8638 or Email: niftey-ccch@conferenceaction.com.au 

Website: www.nifteyconference.com  

NIFTeY / Centre for Community Child Health Conference 
Children's place on the agenda… past, present and future 

Thursday 28th – Friday 29th July 
Dockside, Cockle Bay Wharf, Darling Harbour, NSW  

 

The Conference will be an opportunity for people and 
practitioners working with children and their families in 
government and non-government sectors to consider new 
and existing research, practice and policy evaluations and 
recommendations through presentations by international 
and numerous local experts focusing on “Children‟s place 
on the agenda... past, present and future”.  

  

This Conference will be different 
Local and international ideas for consolidating "The Place 
of Children on Australian Agenda" revealed and reviewed; 
past and present national research, policy and practice 
presented; innovative activities and avenues to influence 

NIFTeY / Centre for Community Child Health 
Childrenôs place on the agenda...past, present and future 

 

State of the State Discussions: Mental Health & Youth: Preventative, Community & Hospital Aspects 
 

The Don Dunstan Foundation and the Australian Institute for Social Research proudly invite you to take this opportunity to hear 
and question Minister John Hill (Minister for Mental Health), Professor Nicholas Procter (Chair: Mental Health Nursing, 
UniSA), Dr Lorna Hallahan (Senior Lecturer, Flinders University) and Professor Jon Jureidini (Head: Department Psycho-
logical Medicine, Women's & Children's Hospital). They will analyse the current State of South Australia and anticipate changes 
that need to be considered by those engaged in planning, policy, service delivery or people management.  
 

When: Thursday 16 June, 10:15 am to 12:00 pm  Where: State Library, Institute Building, Hetzel Lecture Theatre 
Cost: $27.50 General or $17.50 DDF Subscriber/Concession 
 

Contact Louisa Santucci on ph: 8303 3364 or email  louisa.santucci@adelaide.edu.au 

 

 MENTAL  HEALTH  &  Y OUTH   
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Children’s Research Centre Cocktail Evening 

mailto:niftey-ccch@conferenceaction.com.au
http://www.nifteyconference.com
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Engaging Families in the Early Childhood 

Development Story  
 The brain develops through use 
 Children‟s wellbeing is critical to brain development and learning 
 Children learn through being engaged and doing 
 Children learn from watching and copying 
 Children‟s self-control is critical for learning, responsibility and 

relationships 
 Children learn language by listening to it and using it 
 Children are born ready to use and learn mathematics. 
 

The four reports from stage 1, endorsed by the Australian Educa-
tion, Early Childhood Development and Youth Affairs Senior Offi-
cials Committee (AEEYSOC) and the Ministerial Council for Edu-
cation, Early Childhood Development and Youth affairs 
(MCEECDYA), are available at www.mceecdya.edu.au 
 

The SA Department of Education and Children‟s Services has 
received national funding to deliver on stage 2 of the Engaging 
Families project. This will include development of a toolkit to sup-
port the development, implementation and evaluation of parenting 
initiatives; trialling of different strategies to inform and engage with 
different groups of parents (including use of social media) and 
development of a national alliance to fund and implement a social 
marketing strategy to share key messages with the community.  
 

For further info contact the Project Manager on (08) 8226 1064.  

An increasing body of evidence from neuroscience dem-
onstrates how brain development in the early years, espe-
cially from birth to the age of three, can set trajectories for 
learning and development throughout life.  
 

Stage 1 of the national project Engaging Families in the 
Early Childhood Development Story, led by the South Aus-
tralian Department of Education and Children‟s Services 
(DECS), identified eleven key messages for parents from 
the neuroscience literature and the most effective means 
of communicating these messages to parents. 

  

Parenting is the primary influence on 
children‟s development and we need 
to share consistent, evidence based 
information with the whole community 
to enhance understanding of crucial 

role that parents and quality early childhood education and 
services play in contributing to children‟s development. 
 

The eleven key messages are as follows:  
 The first five years last a lifetime 
 Good nutrition, health, and exercise are critical 
 Children are born ready to learn 
 The best learning happens in nurturing relationships 
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Doing Better for Families (OECD 2011) report reveals 
poverty in households with children is rising in nearly all 
OECD countries, and recommends governments ensure 
family support policies protect the most vulnerable. 
The share of children living in poor households has risen 
in many countries over the past decade, to reach 12.7 
percent across the OECD. The report documents how 
families across the OECD have changed dramatically in 
just a generation, with fertility rates dropping from 2.2 chil-
dren per woman to 1.7 over the past three decades. 
 

Book looks at different ways in which governments support 
families. It seeks to provide answers to questions such as:  
 Is spending on family benefits going up, and how does it 

vary by the age of the child?  
 Has the crisis affected public support for families?  

 

Doing Better for Families (OECD 2011) 

 What is best way of helping adults to have number of children 
they desire?  

 What are the effects of parental leave programmes on female 
labour supply and on child well-being?  

 Are childcare costs a barrier to parental employment and can 
flexible workplace options help?  

 What is best time for mothers to go back to work after childbirth?  
 What are best policies to reduce poverty among sole parents? 
 

Chapter 1. Families are changing; Chapter 2. The balance of fam-
ily policy tools; Chapter 3. Fertility trends: what have been the 
main drivers?; Chapter 4. Reducing barriers to parental employ-
ment; Chapter 5. Promoting child development and child well-
being; Chapter 6. Sole parents, public policy, employment and 
poverty; Chapter 7. Child maltreatment. 
 

For further info on report go to www.oecd.org 
 

Health Budget 2011-2012 

Mental health of children and youth people - In the Budget, nearly $500 million (to be spent over five years) was set aside for 
the mental health of children and young people. Funding will be provided for: 
 an additional 30 headspace centres with more funding for existing centres 
 up to 12 additional Early Psychosis Prevention and Intervention Centres 
 an additional 40 Family Mental Health Support Services to provide integrated prevention and early intervention services 
 the development of a health check for children at three years old (replacing the existing four year old check) which will in-
clude markers of social and emotional development. 
A national Social Engagement and Emotional Development survey will be developed for children aged 8-14 years. The survey 
will focus on social and emotional development of young people and impact this has on their resilience and wellbeing. Up to 100 
children in at least three states and territories will participate in the developmental stage. The survey will then be trialled with a 
representative sample of 5500 school-going children across Australia in 2012.   
 

For Further information on the budget and Delivering the National Mental Health Reform go to www.health.gov.au 

                    

http://www.mceecdya.edu.au/
http://ARACY.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNjE3NTMmcD0xJnU9NTAxNjgzNzg1JmxpPTE3MTMwMzA/index.html
http://ARACY.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNjE3NTMmcD0xJnU9NTAxNjgzNzg1JmxpPTE3MTMwMzA/index.html
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Requirements for Award Nomination 
The nominator should first consult with nominee and referees to 
ensure the nominee is aware of, and gives consent, to the applica-
tion. Each nomination must comprise a fully completed award 
nomination form. Nominations close at 5pm on Friday 1 July and 
Awards will be presented during National Science Week in August. 
 

Nomination enquiries to Ms Rona Sakko on 0419 827 723. 
E-mail:  rona.sakko@csiro.au  or  ronadel@dodo.com.au to 
request electronic version of application form and to submit entry 
 

Send completed nominations to 
Ms Rona Sakko PSM 
National Science Week Coordinator - SA 
CSIRO Science Education Centre 
EDC, Milner Street, HINDMARSH  SA  5007 
 

Further info about National Science Week at can be found at 
www.scienceweek.gov.au 

National Science Week (SA) and Australian Science 
Communicators (SA) are proud to jointly offer the  

2011  UNSUNG HERO AWARDS  
OF SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE  

 

These awards aim to recognise those who have not yet 
received significant recognition for their contribution to 
science or science communication. 
 

There are 2 awards:  
Unsung Hero of South Australian Science  

This award honours a person or group, at this particular 
time, who exemplifies aims and objectives of National 
Science Week & Australian Science Communicators (SA).  
 

Unsung Hero of South Australian Science Communication 

This award is a companion to the UNSUNG HERO OF 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE, and honours a person or 
group who exemplify science communication. 

                  

Anne Jurisevic - HDA Executive Officer.  ( (08) 8303 8222     *   anne.jurisevic@adelaide.edu.au      
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The WCH Foundation Research Project Grants support 
research into the health of children, youth and women by 
providing funding for research projects on an annual basis.  
Funding for up to $50,000 (maximum) per project is 

awarded through a competitive grants process.  

  

Applications will be accepted from staff who are located at 

the WCH Campus and hold paid or other appointments at 

CYWHS, WCHRI and SA Pathology (WCH campus). 

Members of the CYWHS core University Departments 

(Paediatrics and Obstetrics & Gynaecology) who are lo-

cated at the WCH site may also submit applications in 

2011 for research to be undertaken in 2012.   

  

In addition, up to two grants will be awarded to „early ca-

reer‟ researchers, defined as those researchers who have 

 

Women’s & Children’s Hospital Foundation 

not received previous funding from the WCH Foundation, are post-

graduates who have completed a doctoral degree within last five 

years and are up to, but not more than, 40 years of age.  

 

Application forms and guidelines for funding for research com-

mencing in 2012 are available at http://www.wch.sa.gov.au/

research/funding/index_wchfgrants.html on the intranet or http://

www.cywhs.sa.gov.au/Default.aspx?p=98 on the internet and fol-

low the links ->About Us ->Research ->Scholarships  

 

Applications close at 4pm on Friday 24 June 2011.  
LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  
 

Any queries, contact Katherine McPhail: 
Research Grants Officer, Research Secretariat 
Children, Youth and Women's Health Service 
Phone:8161 8175 or email katherine.mcphail@health.sa.gov.au 

 

Early Childhood Literacy PhD Scholarships 

Applications are open for two PhD scholarships to engage in early childhood literacy research. 
Successful applicants will have opportunity to: Undertake high-calibre research around children‟s language and literacy in early 
childhood years (0-8 years); Work with Prof Pauline Harris, world-renowned researcher and educator in early years language 
and literacy development and education; Be part of highly regarded deLissa Institute of Early Childhood & Family Studies Re-
search Centre at UniSA. 
 

Scholarships valued at $30,000 per annum, for 3 years. Applications close 14 June 2011.  
For further information visit unisa.edu.ua/delissa or contact pauline.harris@unisa.edu.au 

 

Unsung Hero of South Australian Science &  

Science Communication Awards 

 

Simons Foundation Autism Research Initiative 

The Simons Foundation Autism Research Initiative is pleased to announce the SFARI Explorer Awards program: an initiative 
intended to support exploratory work that will strengthen hypotheses and lead to competitive applications for larger-scale fund-
ing by SFARI or other organizations. We will consider proposals in several areas, including gene discovery, molecular mecha-
nisms, circuits, anatomy, cognition and behavior, and translation. SFARI will support applications for maximum direct costs of 
$50,000 for one year, non-renewable.  
 

Please visit SFARI.org for more info about this and other grant programs, critical analysis and expert opinions on the latest au-
tism research, and their weekly newsletter. Applications will be accepted online beginning 1 June. 

mailto:rona.sakko@csiro.au
mailto:ronadel@dodo.com.au
http://www.scienceweek.info.au/
http://www.wch.sa.gov.au/research/funding/index_wchfgrants.html
http://www.wch.sa.gov.au/research/funding/index_wchfgrants.html
http://www.cywhs.sa.gov.au/Default.aspx?p=98
http://www.cywhs.sa.gov.au/Default.aspx?p=98
http://sfari.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0d6ddf7dc1a0b7297c8e06618&id=847942a3cf&e=dde4fdff0e
http://sfari.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=0d6ddf7dc1a0b7297c8e06618&id=9983aa7a49&e=dde4fdff0e
http://sfari.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0d6ddf7dc1a0b7297c8e06618&id=e39da830be&e=dde4fdff0e

