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Upcoming Eventsé 

¶  6-9 October 

The International Federation of 
Placenta Associations annual 
meeting will be held in Ade-

laide, Australia. 

¶  25-28 October 

The Fertility Society of Australia 
annual meeting will be held in 

Perth, Australia. 

¶  6-10 December 

The ComBio meeting will be 
held in Christchurch, New Zea-

land.  

Further information at  
www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/events 
 

HDA Travel Grantsé 

HDA will provide financial sup-
port for final year PhD students 
and Early Career Researchers 
(upto 5 years post PhD) to fur-
ther their research career by 
attending and presenting at an 
international conference (held 
outside Australia) in 2010. 
 
Travel Grants of $1,000 each 
will be awarded to up to ten 
successful applicants. Applica-
tions will close at 5.00pm 
Thursday 10 December 2009.  
 
Further information on eligibility, 
guidelines and application form 
and process go to 
www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/
support  
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SA Science Awards - HDA Winners  
On 20 August, the 2009 SA Science Excellence 
Awards were presented by His Excellency Rear 
Admiral Kevin Scarce, Governor of South Austra-
lia, and Minister for Science and Information 
Economy, Michael O'Brien.  
 

Excellence in Research Collaboration  

Healthy Development Adelaide 
HDA won the Excellence in Research Collabora-
tion Award. HDA was established in 2004 as an 
initiative of the University of Adelaide. Collaborat-
ing partners include the University of South Aus-
tralia, the Women's and Children's Health Re-
search Institute, Channel 7 Children's Research 
Foundation and the Department of Education and 
Children's Services and other supporting partners.  
 

HDA Co-Convenor  

South Australian Scientist of the Year  

Professor Robert Norman  
Prof Norman, Director of The Robinson Institute at 
the University of Adelaide won the SA Scientist of 
the Year award. He has produced world class 
results in fertility and reproductive biology and is 
one of the worldôs most respected authorities on 
reproductive health and science. He leads a world 
class group of more than 350 researchers in the 
areas of reproductive health and regenerative 
medicine and has been named by the NHMRC as 
one of Australia's 10 great minds in research. 
 

HDA Member  
Excellence in Research for Public Good  

Professor Alastair MacLennan  
Prof MacLennan, Head of the Discipline of Obstet-
rics and Gynaecology at the University of Adelaide 
won the Excellence in Research for Public Good 
Award. His department is internationally known as 
the largest and most productive research unit into 

women's and children's health. Prof MacLennan's 
research has included safer births, causes of 
cerebral palsy, better contraception, and manage-
ment of menopause 
 

For further information on other winners visit 
www.scienceawards.sa.gov.au  

pic l to r: HDA Co-Convenor, Prof Robert Norman 
(University of Adelaide); HDA Co-Convenor, Prof Michael 
Sawyer (CYWHS/University of Adelaide); HDA Network 
and Communication Officer, Ms Anne Jurisevic; and HDA 
Co-Convenor, Professor Caroline McMillen (UniSA). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
pic l to r: Professorsô Alastair MacLennan and Robert 
Norman with their awards.  
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HDA Bone Health Symposium  
On 4 August, HDA held a Bone Health Symposium at the State 
Library lecture theatre attracting over 80 attendees from across 
Adelaide involved in bone health research. The symposium 
showcased the spectrum of world class research on bone devel-
opment and bone health covering the areas from development, 
nutritional regulation, genetic and metabolic disorders, fractures 
to repair. The event was Chaired by A/Prof Cory Xian, Group 
Leader of the Bone Growth and Repair Research Group at the 
University of South Australia. Speakers included Prof David 
Findlay (University of Adelaide) on Basic bone cell function and 
bone remodelling; Dr Tetyana Shandala (UniSA) on Prevention of 
cancer chemotherapy-induced bone growth defects; Prof Howard 
Morris (Hanson Institute) on Vitamin D in bone development, 
bone health and cancer prevention; Dr David Haynes (University 
of Adelaide) on Regulation of bone loss in inflammatory diseases;  
Dr Sharon Byers (SA Pathology, WCH) on Bone disease in MPS 
children, current and potential therapy options; A/Prof Barry Pow-
ell (Women's & Children's Health Research Institute) on A new 
face for the future; A/Prof Bruce Foster (Women's & Children's 
Hospital) on Growth plate surgery in children; and A/Prof Andrew 
Zannettino (IMVS) on The therapeutic application of mesenchy-
mal precursor cells in bone repair. The talks can be found at 
www.adelaide.edu.au/HDA/news.  

 

HDA Career Development Event - Strategies to help you 

get the job you want 
On 25 August, HDA held itôs second Career Development Event 
for the year on 'Strategies to help you get the job you want!' with 
~80 attendees including students and early career researchers 
across all three state Universities, and government attending. 
Speakers from university, government, medical institute and the 
biotechnology sector presented their perspectives on what each 
sector looks for in their employees and how you can make your-
self more attractive to future employers. Speakers included A/
Prof Pat Buckley (UniSA) on University careers: translating inter-
est into offers; Prof Howard Morris  (Hanson Institute) on Medical 
research: increasing opportunities for careers; Dr Leanna Read 
(TGR Biosciences) on Riding the biotechnology roller coaster!; 
and Ms Gill Norrington (SA Health) on Employment in the govern-
ment sector (Health). The talks can be found at 
www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news. 

                    

 

HDA Thematic Evening - Keeping our genes healthy:  

epigenetics, nutrigenomics and pharmacogenomics 
On 17 September, HDA held itôs third Thematic Evening for the 
year on óKeeping our genes healthy: epigenetics, nutrogenomics 
and pharmacogenomics'. Over 50 people attended this specialised 
event and was chaired by A/Prof Claire Roberts from the Robinson 
Institute, University of Adelaide. Speakers included Prof Lynne 
Cobiac (Flinders University) on Can nutrigenomics help us under-
stand how we express ourselves?; Prof Stefan Hiendleder 
(University of Adelaide) on Epigenetics, development and fetal 
growth; Prof Michael Fenech (CSIRO Food and Nutritional Sci-
ences) on Genome health nutrigenomics - personalised nutrition 
for DNA damage prevention; and Dr Michael Sorich (UniSA) on 
Clinical pharmacogenomics - promise and price. The talks can be 
found at www.adelaide.edu.au/hda/news. 
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