[image: image1.wmf]
MARKETING & STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS
WEB ACCESSIBILITY INITIATIVE
Introduction

In Australia, the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) makes it unlawful to design web pages that fail to be accessible to the disabled. 

The Web Team is committed to making its web pages accessible to the broadest number of users including those with a disability which may include;

•
visual impairments

•
hearing impairments

•
mobility or motor impairments

•
cognitive impairments

•
seizure conditions

The University of Adelaide strongly values non-discrimination and the equal right to participate. Accessible web design is an expression of those values and is simply the moral and ethical thing to do. We seek to demonstrate our social responsibility by creating highly accessible websites.

Current Accessibility Initiatives

We endeavour to make sure that all sites that we create, including templates and site shells that we provide to our internal customers, comply with at minimum the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0 at the Priority 1 level. < http://www.w3.org/WAI/>

This includes;

· providing a text equivalent for every non-text element, for images, graphics, animations, applets etc

· ensuring that all information conveyed with colour is also available without colour, for example using context or markup

· using style sheets for layout and presentation

· where possible, using tables to mark up tabular information, for example data tables (not for layout purposes)

· ensuring pages are accessible when viewed in older browsers, for example a browser that does not recognise style sheets should be rendered so that it is meaningful

· use of relative rather than absolute unit sizes so that text in a window can be re-sized

· ensuring that moving, blinking or scrolling text is minimised and can be paused or stopped

· ensuring that pages are usable when scripts, applets, or other programmatic objects are turned off or not supported

· Use of clear text-based navigation mechanisms.

The Web Team also provides accessibility advice and assistance for University web authors in the University Web Guide and in our web training sessions.

All top-level pages are run through Vischeck software before upload to ensure adequate contrast exists for colour blind users of the site.

All top-level pages are currently validated using W3C tools before they are made live to ensure that they meet the highest standards in web accessible design.

Planned Initiatives

We will be attending several Web Accessibility workshops in 2007 and promoting the WANAU (The Web Accessibility Network for Australian Universities) Conference in Adelaide in July to our network of web authors.

In 2007 we plan to have our templates, shell sites and scripts independently audited by an external agency.


