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ChChááw mw múún ithlamn ithlamááyta tyta túún n ááttaw!aw!
Never loose what is sacred!Never loose what is sacred!



Atlas Project 2000Atlas Project 2000--toto--presentpresent

Purpose: Purpose: To document the diversity of cultural To document the diversity of cultural 
landcsapes & place(s) within our landcsapes & place(s) within our 
traditional territoriestraditional territories

Placenames to date: Placenames to date: 583, with 40 (unnamed) 583, with 40 (unnamed) 
areas of cultural significanceareas of cultural significance
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Participatory ResearchParticipatory Research
Motivations for CommunityMotivations for Community--based Collaborationbased Collaboration

increase in knowledge & knowledge typesincrease in knowledge & knowledge types
((cultural, linguistic, ecological, etc.)cultural, linguistic, ecological, etc.)

empowermentempowerment
(rights protection & land management)(rights protection & land management)

efficiency and effectiveness of researchefficiency and effectiveness of research
(data consolidation and archiving)(data consolidation and archiving)
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A vital part of the collaborative process is the A vital part of the collaborative process is the 
generation and use of new knowledge.generation and use of new knowledge.
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LinguisticLinguistic Cultural/EcologicalCultural/Ecological
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TraditionalTraditional
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MaterialsMaterials

HarvestingHarvesting



GrazingGrazing



Place as ExperiencePlace as Experience

placeplace

wiywiyáánawinawi
““ arrivingarriving””

shks’ks kuuk kwyáam wiyánawi kuna páysh 13 years old...
“Being young, then I came into my true knowing there around 13 yrs old”



““ Cultural LandscapesCultural Landscapes””

The concept of cultural landscape derives The concept of cultural landscape derives 
from the notion that: from the notion that: 

1) 1) the land exists in the mind of a peoplethe land exists in the mind of a people

2)2) the imagery or cognition of the land is the imagery or cognition of the land is 
shared and transferred over generations.shared and transferred over generations.



Myth TopographiesMyth Topographies

Some general characteristics of myth topographies:Some general characteristics of myth topographies:

1) help to identify the cosmology of a people1) help to identify the cosmology of a people

2) trace the origins of human emergence2) trace the origins of human emergence

3) give structure to the nature of time & place3) give structure to the nature of time & place

4) physical embodiements of mythic beings4) physical embodiements of mythic beings

5) mythic beings 5) mythic beings ““ witnesswitness”” the livingthe living



NayshthlNayshthláápapa
““ the swallowers placethe swallowers place””



Myth LocalesMyth Locales

mythic action spacemythic action space

‘‘ myth localesmyth locales’’

placeplace

landscapelandscape

timetime



Myth Locales definedMyth Locales defined

“Myth locales are defined as a
mythic action space 
characterized by the topographic
embodiment of superhuman
agents and superhuman events
across time and space.”



Knowledge FormationKnowledge Formation

hiyhiy ú·ú· mmteqeluteqelu nnwewess pp
““ ggrr izzly bearizzly bear ’’ s wallowing s wallowing placeplace ””



Knowledge FormationKnowledge Formation

hiyhiy ú·ú· mmteqeluteqelu nnwewess -- pp

““ ggrr izzly bearizzly bear ’’ s s 

wallowing wallowing placeplace ””

hiyhiy ú·ú· mmteqeluteqelu nnwewess -- pepe

““ at theat the ggrr izzly bearizzly bear ’’ s s 

wallowing wallowing placeplace ””

Schematic KnowledgeSchematic Knowledge
refers to an assessment of refers to an assessment of 
preexistent, general level preexistent, general level 
representations and features representations and features 
and their corresponding and their corresponding 

relationsrelations

Local KnowledgeLocal Knowledge
refers to an assessment of refers to an assessment of 
localized representations localized representations 
and features and their and features and their 
corresponding relations corresponding relations from from 
a copresent vantage pointa copresent vantage point , , 
one which allows one which allows 
participants to revise and participants to revise and 
update their immediate update their immediate 
perceptual and sensory perceptual and sensory 



Traditional Ecological Traditional Ecological 
KnowledgeKnowledge

The Wallowa SampleThe Wallowa Sample

Flora & fauna based place names: Flora & fauna based place names: 51%51%

Landforms & hydroforms: Landforms & hydroforms: 41%41%

Placenames referring to people:Placenames referring to people: 8%8%

PerceptionPerceptionis a key to traditional ecological knowledgeis a key to traditional ecological knowledge



Landscape PerceptionLandscape Perception

Perspective APerspective A

Perspective BPerspective B



SummarySummary

Key areas to consider in documenting cultural Key areas to consider in documenting cultural 
landscapes & place:landscapes & place:

ConceptualConceptual

ExperientialExperiential

LinguisticLinguistic

HistoricalHistorical

BiodiversityBiodiversity

CollaborativeCollaborative




