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Title: Determining priority for liver transplantation: A comparison of
cost per QALY and discrete choice experiment generated public
preferences

This presentation will discuss the implications of the application of the
principles of equity and efficiency as two desirable but competing attributes of
the organ allocation system. A survey of the general public using a discrete
choice experiment was undertaken. The results enabled estimation of the
relative weights attached to several key factors which may be used to
prioritise patients on the waiting list for liver transplantation. Priority for liver
transplantation differed markedly according to whether patients were ranked
according to efficiency (net cost per QALY or equity considerations (PSI)
and the differences in ranks were found to be statistically significant
(Wilcoxon signed rank test p < 0.001). This study emphasises that the
priorities of the general public may not accord with those arising from a pure
efficiency objective and quantifies the extent of the efficiency loss in terms of
lost QALYs and increased net programme costs associated with the
incorporation of equity concerns as reflected in public preferences for the
allocation of donor livers for transplantation.

Venue: Robson Lecture Theatre, Level 1, Eleanor Harrald Building, RAH

3.30pm-4.00pm Afternoon tea (Please RSVP to Gabriele
for catering purposes)

4.00pm-5.00pm Presentation by Assoc Professor Julie Ratcliffe,

Professor of Health Economics, Department of Rehabilitation and Aged
Care, Flinders University
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Associate Professor Julie Ratcliffe
Professor in Health Economics

Department of Rehabilitation and Aged Care
Flinders University

Julie Ratcliffe is Associate Professor in Health Economics
within the Department of Rehabilitation and Aged Care at
Flinders University. Her research interests include the
measurement and valuation of health outcomes for economic
evaluation, the economic evaluation of new and emerging
health care technologies and the development and application
of discrete choice experiment methodology to measure and
value patient and general population preferences for health
and health care services.
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