
 

PUBLIC LECTURE 

“A Tale of Two Statutes: A Comparison of Ontario’s and South Australia’s 
Pioneering Legislation for the Incorporation of Religious Bodies” 

When: Tuesday, 25 August, 2009 at 12 noon 

Where: Moot Court Room, Ligertwood Building, Law School 

Speaker: Dr Greg Taylor is an Associate Professor at Monash University Law School.  
Born and educated in South Australia, he has made South Australian legal history one of 
his specialties.  In the second half of 2008, he was a Visiting Professor at Osgoode Hall 
Law School, Toronto, and his talk will be based on research done there and in Adelaide.  

Synopsis: Both South Australia and Ontario passed statutes in the middle third of the 
nineteenth century providing for religious bodies to attain the status of legally recognised 
corporations.  Despite this similarity of object between the two statutes, the background in 
each British colony was very different and reflects the different self-image of each colony.  
Ontario also made very heavy weather of its statute, taking six years to pass it, while South 
Australia’s passed almost without any dispute at all, and very quickly.  This talk will explore 
those differences and thus show that what appeared natural and unarguable to South 
Australians and Ontarians in the nineteenth century was not in either case. 
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PUBLIC LECTURE 

‘After Falwell: Shifts and Continuities in American Religion and 
Culture Wars in the Obama Era’ 
 

When: Wednesday, 1 September 2010 at 1.00-2.00pm 
 
Where: University of Adelaide, Ligertwood Building (Law School), Moot Court 
Room 

Speaker: John Dombrink, Department of Criminology, Law & Society University of 
California, Irvine (USA).  John Dombrink is a sociologist, and professor in the 
Department of Criminology, Law & Society at the University of California, Irvine.  He 
is the co-author of The Last Resort: Success and Failure in Campaigns for Casinos 
(1990); Dying Right: The Death With Dignity Movement (2001); and Sin No More: 
From Abortion to Stem Cells -- Understanding Crime, Law and Morality in America 
(2007).  His ongoing research examines “morality contests” and religious 
conservatism in American culture, and assesses the status of American laws and 
attitudes toward the sphere of personal morality.  His current project: “After the 
Culture War? America in the Obama Era,” examines the competing themes of 
normalization of the core culture war issues (abortion, same-sex marriage, aid-in-
dying, stem cell research) against the contemporary backlash, resistance and “tea 
parties.”  It will provide an assessment of the status of social and religious 
conservatism in America and a measure of the vitality of the culture wars. 

Further Information: Please contact Dr Paul Babie, paul.babie@adelaide.edu.au 
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