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PART A
Al.

Decide impressionistically whether each of the underlined words is a noun, a verb, or
an adjective. Having made that decision, see if you can find a general definition for each
of the terms noun, verb, and adjective IN ENGLISH which will include all the words
you have put into each class and exclude all the other words.

The previous chapter showed you what a morpheme is and how it can be
identified; the remaining chapters in this book will teach you more about the
behaviour of morpheimes in words, and the techniques of morphological analysis.
In this chapter, however, I want to place the morpheme in its grammatical
context, so that the details of the following chapters will be clear. In particular, 1

“will be concerned with'showing the kinds of functions which affixes in the
languages of the Pacific perform.
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Here follow data from the Baining language (E’ist New Britain Province, PNG):

['i‘_iﬂ B "go" e [:Dwsg'g‘aj . - "Europeans"
E;‘Tg_:(j am] “é men" | [ﬁ] ‘ “chop"
[snan "ask" ' [gf_ap] Yaxes"
[mafik:al "betelnut" [ia’r}@ "they 2 go"
Cprisft "$inished" [Mi¥ayi]  “bed"
[narﬁga] "who? (p!.ﬁ" ' . ® | 13] "{{res"
[@8@& ‘ “persuade" [s(:tkal "story"
[m:_)_t_!_gngg.]_ ' -"f!he.avlness’.' _ - ta tpt] "peel™
[ i \ ] " a."gree.‘i'.iv né“ ' | [hafax] "only"

[+], [d], and C¥] are allophones of the phoneme /t/ in comp lementary
distribution; state the distribution.
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A3

State the derivational and inflectional rules of the Luisefio Language that account f;
occurrence of the suffixes on the verbs in sentences (1) - (6). Shogw thi satru(;?élre g; giz
verb in (6) by means of a diagram:

‘I am leaving.’

‘Y want to leave.’

‘] am making him leave.’

(4) nbo pdy néeyiduniq ‘I am making him want to leave.’
(5) nbo pby néenividuq ‘Y want to make him leave.

(6) néo pdy néevitunivituq ‘I want to make him want to leave.’

(1) ndo néeq
(2) ndo néevituq
(3) ndo pdy néepiq

A4

The forms below are from Alabaman, an American Indian language. Determine what

...vowel phonemes must be posited for this language and list the allophones of each.
" State the rules that determine which allophone of a segment will be used ina given

environment.
inkbaa ‘give’ ittosptaa ‘knee’
‘posnoo ‘we' thaathaa ‘father’
hiploo ‘snow’ - t*ankaa ‘dark’
ok'kMiit"at'kaa ‘see’ slot'ktaa “full*

' kholbil ‘basket” ho(')maa ‘bitter’
t"otWinnaa * ‘three’ phiidii ‘mother’
hat'kaa ‘white’ fmphiicii “breast’

- . t*innaa ‘dull’ solotlii *smooth’
hdmmaa ‘red’ k*anoo ‘good’
fafaak®aa ‘one’ it'ttoo ‘tree’
K*opii ‘water glass’ “aktost*innii ‘think’
p“aanii ‘creek’ it't*abii ‘leg’
ok*akk"oo ‘green, blue’ - ik'baa ‘hot’
ki ‘belly’ .
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PART B

Bl  Discuss the conduit model of communication and how it affects mainstream
views on languages and linguistics.
B2 For meaning to exist, contrast is needed. Discuss.

B3 ‘What are the characteristics of phonemes and allophones?

B4  What are the principal formal processes in morphology? Illustrate your answer
with examples from English or a European language you know.

B5  What can etymologies tell about former stages in the history of languages and
societies?

B6  What are pidgin languages and what can they tell us about language genesis and
change?

B7 ‘Grammars account for the fact that the whole means more than the sum of the
parts.” Illustrate this staterent with examples of sentence formation.

B8  Discuss the notion of ‘design feature’ and how it is used in characterising
human and animal communication systems.

B%  How can one establish word classes?
BI10 Discuss the rules grammarians have postulated to account for the grammaticality
of structures such as:
I wash myself
You helped me to wash myself
and the ungrammaticality of
*] wash me )
*You helped myself to wash me

Bl  What are either universals of language or linguistic univer sals? How does one
establish them? -

B12  How are phonetic features such as [+consonantal] or [-back] used to talk about
phonetic similarity?
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PART C

C1 Distinguish between languages and dialects using both linguistic and
sociolinguistic criteria.

€2 Discuss the question whether women and men speak different languages.
C3  Characterise Hymes' ‘Ethnography of Speaking’ approach.

C4 What field methods are commonly employed in sociolinguistics?

Cs Does language determine the way humans think and act?

C6 Discuss Labov’s contribution to Sociolinguistics.

c7 Examine how an applied linguist can demonstrate that a talkback radio host is
being paid by a company to represent it in a favourable light.

C8 Discuss the status of Australia’s Indigenous languages. Provide specific
examples to substatiate your assessment. Why are they so marginalised? How
might their status be enhanced?

C9  Bilingual education programs were introduced into a number of NT Aboriginal

-~ schools from the early 1970s. However, in December 1998 the NT
Government announced that these programs would be phased out and replaced
with TESL programs. As a linguist, in touch with these schools and
communities, how would you respond to the NT Government’s decision?

C10  What is Aboriginal English? How are speakers of varieties of Aboriginal
English disadvantaged in Australian society? Illustrate your answer with
specific examples.

Cl11  What can be done to ensure the survival of Australia’s Indigenous languages?
What initiatives have been taken by speakers and custodians of these languages
to promote their maintenance and revival? What can linguists do to help?

C12_ What factors led to the loss of so many of Australia’s Indigenous languages?
To what extent do the terms linguicide and language suicide have validity in the
Australian context?
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